


bay School Gimes 


Copyright, 1924, by The Sunday School Times Co. Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as second-class matter 





Published weekly by The Sunday School 
Times Co., 1031 Walnut St., Phila., Pa. 


Philadelphia, November 29, 1924 


Vol. Sixty-six, No. 48 


$2.00 a year; in clubs, $1.50 
See page 745 





Lessons for December 14 in this Issue 


International Uniform, 11.—The Raising of Lazarus. 
John 11 : 1-44. 


Whole Bible, 63—Hezekiah’s Good Reign. 2 Kings 18-28. 


Notes on Open Letters: 

Is the “Victorious Life’ a Second Work of Grace? oe 
Do the Stars’ Declare the Gospel? ...........-sceeseenees 
Beside Our Beds of Pain. By Fitzwalter H. Wentworth = 
A First Century Life of Christ? By Melvin rite: 

Kyle, D.D:, LL.D. 

Grading and Reorganizing Your School. 

Entzminger 
Meeting of thre Whole Bible Sunday School Lesson Com- 

mittee 
The Name of Jesus. By W. T. Childs 
Girls’ Problems of To-day. Discussed by Mother Ruth 7. 
The Victorious Life ..:..... ads Vacgd BAGNOKTED Stee ENS OSS 738 
International Uniform Lastbn 
The Whole Bible Lesson Course . 

Bible Pictures for the Chinese 

Bureau of Sunday School Information 744 

The Young People’s Prayer-Meeting. By H. McAllis- 
ter Griffiths 

Bible Sunday, December 7 .ervrsceecsccsecceevcees wnowes s+ 746 

Chitdren at Home. .ccccccccccccessccccccccccvcccccsccceccece 747 

For Family Worship ... teee 747 





Pee eee reeeserserssesetersassese 








OME folks. have been long exposed to good 
advertising and yet consistently miss its ad- 
vantages. Careful reading of well chosen advertise- 

| ments such as are found in these columns would be 








the right step toward correcting this situation. 











For Me 
By Annie Johnson Flint 
“It is Christ for me, not Christ and me.” F. E. Marsh 


OT my works can earn salvation, 
Nor my efforts set me free ; 
Lost — what act of mine could save me ? 
Nothing I can do or be. 
Grace of God and love of Jesus — 
These have done it all, for me. 


Not my gold can buy salvation 
From its debt my soul to'ffee ; 

Naught can purchase my redemption, 
Priceless still that gift must be ; 

By His blood, on Calvary flowing ; 
Jesus paid it all, for me. 


. Not my penance wins salvation, 
Nor avails to set me free; 
Naught that I can bear or suffer, 
Though my. body burned should be. 
Penalties my sins demanded ;— 
- Christ has borne them all, for me. 


When I take His great Salvation, 
Then from sin He keeps me free, 

For He comes to dwell within me, 
All my life henceforth to be ; 

Since He rose, o’er death triumphant, 
As He died, He lives, for me. 


On the cross the work was finished, 
All I need to make me free; 

For my sin to gain my pardon, 
My great Substitute was He. 

Not my dying, not my living, 
But His death, His life for me. 
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“Property” has an impressive sound, but a great 
deal depends upon what and where one’s property is. 
The Berachah Church of Philadelphia prints a leaflet 
bearing on its front page the reproduction of an epi- 
taph on an old tombstone in a Pennsylvania graveyard. 
After the man’s name this epitaph reads: “Died August 
5, 1830, Age 73. He spent a long and active life 
gathering property, but now this little spot is all he 


. sunshine of life. 


“eC 


can possess, while those he has left behind are con- 
tending for what was his and will not long be theirs.” 

It is a pathetic commentary on the emptiness of earthly 
riches — unless those riches are wholly given over to 
God. The Christian is never limited to any such pov- 
erty-stricken “property” as that. He may possess by 
faith property which none can take’ from him, and 
which will endure forever. It was “by faith Abraham 


-when he was called to go out into a place which he 


should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed+ .. 
for he looked for a.city which hath foundations, whose 
builder amd-maker is God” (Heb. 11:8-10). Those 
who have little earthly property, and those who have 
much, may alike know that they “have in heaven a bet- 
ter and an enduring substance.” 


=< 
China and Feng 


Late news from China indicates the danger of the 
Manchurian Chang becoming practical dictator and 
Feng being pushed out of the way. A Philadelphia 
Public Ledger cable from Peking reports: “The Man- 
churiatr war lord and former Premier Tuan Chi-Jui, 
his nominee for the presidency, “obviously dominate 
the present peace consultations at Tientsin, while 
Chang’s troops are quietly speeding to Peking, having 
taken control of Tientsin and points northward. 
There are rumors from Tientsin that rigs * Yu-hsiang 
the ‘Christian General,’ is under arrest ince reach- 
ing his high point in the Peking coup d’etat Feng’s in- 
fluence has ee, declined and he is taking a minor 
part now.” Wu Pei-fu is called, “for the present, a 
beaten man.” And Sun Yat-Sen, the South China 
leader, has “launched a bitter attack on foreigners 
in China, declaring his intention of leading an upris- 
ing unless concessions were withdrawn and unequal 
treaties cancelled.” All this constitutes a troubled and 
perilous situation that is a continued and urgent call 
to prayer. May God’s people indeed “pray through” 
for China’s Christian General Feng, and for God’s 
own best plans for that great land and people. 


ya 

Dealing with the Liar 
Satan is the liar. He spoke the first lie that a 
human being ever heard, in the Garden of Eden. He 
is Christ’s age-long enemy; Christ is the Truth, and 
the lie always opposes the truth. Our Lord said to 
the Jews who were rejecting Him: “Ye are of your 
father the devil... . He . . . abode not in the-truth, be- 
cause there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a 
lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the 


Me 


A Swiss 


EINE’S | “mattrass-grave’ on the Rue d’Am- 
sterdam was a place of bed-ridden inaction. 
Also of jesting, and-many have wondered at 
the piquancy of the wit that came thence. One ad- 


‘mires a courage that could face seven years of paraly- 


sis in that vein, but there must have been much in 
the background less pleasant that never got into the 
Memoiren. But ten long years of Adéle Kamm were 
filled with far intenser suffering paired with a Chris- 
tian joyfulness which one thinks of as_ possible only 
in realms of light. The paradoxes of Paul’s experi- 
ence find their parallel in her biography,’ on the cover 
of which are Mile. Kamm’s last words, La vie et la 
mort me sont une méme joie (Life and death are the 
same joy to me). 

he was born into a home of culture in Lausanne, 
became an impassioned musician, was beautiful and 
overflowing with spirits, fond of- dress and the gay 
Then came the shadow. The white 
strangling plague tracked her and finally entangled her 
in its tuberculous grip. They sent her to the Riviera; 
they sent her to Leysin in the snow and sunlight of 
the high Alps. Without avail. Finally she was drag- 
ged down to the bed from which she was never again 
to rise. Here she was, as she said, “riveted” for life, 
and no familiar of the Inquisition ever tore and 


1 Adéle Kamm par Paul Seippel. 
bacher. 3 francs so. Fourth impression, 1924. 


Paris, Librairie Fisch- 


father of it.” As all righteousness originates in Him 
who alone is righteous, God, so all sin originates in 
him who is the “father of lies,’ Satan. The first 
human sin came from Eve's believing a lie. One of 


_ the last inspired words about Satan is in the twelfth 


chapter of Revelation, where one of the stupendous 
and supernatural events shortly preceding our Lord’s 
establishing of His kingdom on earth is that “the 
great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called 
the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world.” 
Now there is one thing Satan cannot stand, and that 
is the truth,— especially Him who is the Truth, or 
Christ, together with the written truth of the Word 
of God. So we find that God gives us an absolute 
guarantee of complete victory over every “fiery dart 
of the evil one,” and it is that we have our “loins girt 
about with truth,” and take “the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God” (Eph. 6). But to do this 
we must take and use “the shield of faith.” Faith is 
the sure defense; for faith believes God; and the sure 
weapon against the lie is belief in the truth. It is 
reassuring to read: “Every word of God is pure: he 
is a shield unto them that put their trust in him. Add 
thou not unto his words, lest he reprove thee, and thou 
be found a liar” (Prov. 30:5, 6). 


a 
The Blessed 


What is the secret of blessing? Most people 
would answer, “Doing well.” That is, if we do well 
we shall be blessed. But in a great many passages 
of Scripture the. secret of blessing is plainly shown 
to be, not our good works, but God’s grace. In the 
recent Sunday-school lesson on “Peter’s Confession,” 
when Peter answered the Lord’s searching question 
concerning Himself with the words, “Thou art the 
Christ,.the Son of the living God,” Jesus answered, 
“Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona.” If we stop 
there, it might seem as though~the Lord were com- 
mending Peter for his insight and clear understanding. 
But the rest of the sentence shows that that is not 
what the Lord meant. He immediately added, “for 
flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my 
Father which is in heaven.” In other words, Peter 
was “blessed” not because he had just done a remark- 
ably fine thing, but because God had done a wonder- 
ful thing for Peter, in telling Peter what no man 
could have told him and what Peter could not have 
discovered for himself. God’s grace always means 
mercy and love and blessing for the undeserving. We 
are all in Peter’s class. And God’s grace is eager to 
make each one of us “blessed” beyond all that we can 
ask or think. There will be no credit in it to us; but 
to Him be all the glory! 


Shut-in 


wracked a victim more unmercifully than the fell dis 
ease did this Swiss girl. 


Her biographer says that she was of the stock of 
the Napoleonic time, Her grandfather made the march 
to and from Moscow in 1812, and he thinks her ten- 
acity was an outcropping of the old grenadier spirit. 
One likes rather to connect. her with that Huguenot 
strain that produced Isabeau Menet, Marie Durand, 
and the other life prisoners of the Tour de Constance 
who through faith endured. 


When she realized that she was a naturalized citi- 
zen in that “commonwealth of common woe,” the 
incurably sick, she determined at least to be a useful 
and happy citizen. She had heard of shut- -in societies 
in America, and set about to form one among the in- 
valids of Switzerland. This she gave the coquettish 
name of Les Coccinelles, “The Ladybirds.” She seemed 
to have found among the isolated sufferers many kin- 
dred spirits, and in her correspondence there was ap- 
parently a sorting and selection which brought these 
together. Thus was avoided the rather colorless pro- 
miscuity which often marks such organizations. So at 
one time she was intimately bound to an Alsatian girl 
of brilliant mind — also marked for the felling, Cecile 
Schlumberger, whose nights and days were spent in 
troubled reading of philosophy, but who in her last 
years was able through the leading of her friend to 
say, “I have no longer time nor strength to trouble 
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with intellectual solutions. 
His, and that suffices.” 

There was, however, nothing exclusive in “The 
Ladybirds,” and this girlish leader, encouraging the 
bedridden as with a trumpet of silver, fourtd her most 
intimate and efficient lieutenant in an indomitable con- 
sumptive of humble origin, Louise Devenoge, so weak 
that she could not without help replace her head on 
the pillowNif it happened to slide aside, yet who be- 
came the life of the charitable institution which shel- 
tered her, and who, in order to carry on the correspond- 
ence of Mile. Kamm’s society, actually in this state 
learned‘to write with her left hand, her right having 
failed her. \ \ 

Mlle. Kamm was led to take up this apostolate among 
the sick of Switzerland by the fact that, when she 
herself had received sentence in the body, when the 
incessant pains in chest and intestines, the fevers, the 
palpitations, thé tuberculous attack of the veterbrae, 
oo 4 the failing sightsannounced her coming doom, she 
had composed and published a little essay on suffer- 
ing entitled “Joyous in Affliction.” This met with an 
instant response from the sick of the country. . Every 
mail brought letters from unknown correspondents, 
sometimes as many as fifty in a week. She found her- 
self, over night, counsellor, sympathizer, correspond- 
ent of the bedridden of Switzerland. 

And they not only wrote, but they came to get cour- 
age from one who had learned the sources of strength, 
who knew at least the practical solution of the mys- 
tery of suffering. “There was such a stream of visi- 
tors that at times her rose chamber was not without 
a caller from nine in the morning to seven in the eve- 
ning. They came from all camps, — Protestant, Cath- 
olic, Freethinker. When one asked her, “Do not all 
these visitors, these letters, weary you?” she replied, 
“Never! I need them. It is my life. The only thing 
which tires is to do some indifferent-thing for myself. 
Then L..am at the end of my rope in a few moments. 
But I should like a little more time for meditation 
and prayer. I have no chance for this now save night- 
times when I cannot sleep because of the abscesses.” 

“Joy is a duty.” This was the mot d’ordre of the 
Coccinelles. To reach this high ideal Adéle Kamm 
consoled and encouraged and divided her correspond- 
ents into groups of ten to encourage each other. Some 
of the letters coming to her were beautiful in thought 
and expression; others were written in unaccustomed 
and contorted script. All were received and answered 
with the same kindness. “The little sparrows have 
their place, too, in the concert of the birds,” she would 
say gently. Each Sunday the sick read certain pas- 
sages of Scripture and prayed for one another while 
the well were in the churches. Her message was, 
“The peace which has come to me, weak and unworthy, 
can be yours, too.” 

It was her conviction that in accepting her terrible 
fate she was co-operating with Christ in filling up 
that which remains of his sufferings. This is not sub- 
stituting self for Christ; it is using and manifesting 
the redemptive power of Christ. “The only thing in 
us efficacious is that we not merely submit to suffering 
but that we suffer willingly. It is precisely this act 
of will in contradistinction to a gloomy and neutral 
‘passivity that transfigures grief into joy and makes 
of sickness a privilege.” 

Now all this sounds well on paper, many will no 
doubt object. But the miracle of this girl’s life was 
that she realized it in fact. At times she could register 
her belief that she was suffering the maximum that it 
is possible to suffer. The vertebrae of the neck, af- 
fected by disease, pressed the throat and hindered 
swallowing; there were sharp pleurisies which pre- 
vented her (at times night and day) from lying down. 
At other crises she must lie without moving a milli- 
meter, until the skin was abrased. Intestinal ab- 
scesses were, as she said, “the habitual miseries of 
life.” And there was much more. But with all this 
horror she had that which overbalanced it. . “God has 
permitted me a nearly constant communion with him- 
self,” she’ writes. After a time of depression conse- 
quent on an almost complete cessation of breathing 
she made this entry: “Last Saturday without any 
prayer or reading to prepare me for it I felt myself 
suddenly inundated with joy. Without the least effort 
I found myself again in the current of my usual hap- 

iness, saying, ‘Yes, Lord, my life belongs to thee. 

se me as thou seest best for myself, my neighbor, 
and thy glory. Since then I am the happiest creature 
under the vault of heaven.’” 

This is the habitual note through the long ten years. 
“God knows my temperament. That is why he has 
chosen me for a life of happiness. This I enjoy in- 
tensely though suffering at the same time. I am too 
privileged in comparison with millions of persons who 
are unhappy.” She describes the atrocious pains as 
having become “benedictions,” and recounts the “years 
of perfect joy passed in my pretty rose chamber.” 
Once after some little artificial relief which she had 
received she broke out with, “If you but knew how 
happy and free I feel, how thankful for this sickness 
which has taught me true and pure happiness! I can 
bay that my life has been by this cross the happiest 
I know of. I would not change my fate, for I have 
been too greatly blest in it. I have learned to love 
my sickness. It does not now appear to me an-enemy, 
but rather an inseparable companion that has taught 
me a thousand precious things.” 


I have put my hand in 


‘on guard. She must not flinch nor fail. 
witness to the Gospel in a concrete and unusual way. - 


~ 
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There is the clear note of a “more than conqueror.” 
As she became known in Switzerland, she was 
watched with curious interest, and she knew it. This 
heightened her resolution. She was a sentry of Christ 
She was to 


The power of God and his mercy is constantly mani- 
fested in supernatural cure; here was the experience 
of God’s support and beatific vision in pain. When 
thou goest through deep waters, I am with thee. 

Her own sufferings opened her heart to the tuber- 
culous poor. The sale of her pamphlet, Joyeux dans 
Vaffliction, had brought her in a little fund which she 
made the nucleus for a subscription towards the erec- 
tion of an open-air resort for such sufferers. The 
Galérie de cure d’air in Geneva is her monument. Her 
restless energy, shrewd business sense (so often the 
mark of French-Swiss women), taste and judgment, 
were exercised for months during her early sickness. 
Physicians, pastors, financiers, journalists, and men of 
state co-operated. Now there stands on the Pré de 
Jerome this practical institute for rest, fresh-air treat- 
ment, and nourishing diet, and the victims of the most 
insidious of diseases fifid here relief and even cure. 

Finally came the time of release. In spite of in- 
terminable suffering she still clung te life. She could 
not desert her post. Her Coccinelles needed her. She 
would whimsically say that she had become habituated 
to this agony of high dosage, and would not know how 
to live without it. Yet she realized that her time of 
suffering was approaching its end. “If you knew how 
tranquil and gay i am... I am already across the 
somber river. I don’t believe I shall have death agony 
at all, and if I do, that this delicious peace will still 
go with me.” .The sickness. became intenser. Crises 
of arythmia of the heart, high fever night and day. 
Little was left of life save those profound and luminous 
eyes disproportionately enlarged in the face of wax. 
Suddenly they took an expression of unearthly ecstasy, 
and the soul passed into the perfect light. 

















Is the “Victorious Life” a 
Second Work of Grace? 


I have been reading The Sunday School Times for 
perhaps two years, and have come to esteem it very 
highly indeed. 

In the issue of September 6 was an editorial giving 
parts of the doctrinal statement of the Evangelical The- 
ological College in Dallas, Tex. I was’ interested in its 
statement that 

*“. .. though the saved one may have occasion to grow 
in the realization of his blessings and to know a fuller ° 
measure of divine power through yielding of his life 
more fully to God, he is, as soon as he is saved, in pos- 
session of every spiritual blessing and absolutely com- 
plete in Christ, and is, therefore, in no way required by 
God to seek a so-called ‘second blessing,’ or a ‘second 
work of grace’ (John 5 : 24; 17:23; Acts 13:39; Rom. 
§:13; 1 Cor, 3:21; Eph. 1:3; Col. 2:10; 1 John 4:17; 
§ 3 32,38). 

It seemed to me that there is at least an apparent 
discrepancy between the above teaching and the teach- 
ing on tke Victorious Life as sponsored by The Sun- 
day School Times; for a person’s entry, at a time sub- 
sequent to conversion, into the experience of a life of 
victory in Christ is very much like a “second work of 
grace,” and certainly every Christian should desire 
that experience in his or her life. 

A discussion of this point in your paper might be 
helpful to some of its readers—An Ohio Reader. 


The Sunday School Times and the Victorious Life 
Testimony do not believe that the Scriptures teach 
any “second work of grace” in the believer. They 
agree heartily with the doctrinal statement of the Evan- 
gelical Theological College of Dallas. The Scrip- 
tures given on this, in that doctrinal statement, would 
seem to make this plain. 

By “second work of grace,” or “second blessing,” 
is meant some organic, supernatural! change in the very 
being and perscn of the believer. Such a change does 
occur when the unsaved person is born again by faith 
in Christ as Saviour. Then indeed there is a work of 
grace more tremendous and supernatural .than even 
the mystery of the natural or first birth of any human 
being. When the unsaved person receives Christ as 
Saviour, by simple faith in the Deity of Christ and his 
substitutionary blood sacrifice on the cross for man’s 
sins, that one is born again and for the first time be- 
comes a child of God. In his first, or natural birth he 
has Adanis fallen and sinful nature, and that only. 
In his second or supernatural birth from above, now 
being “in Christ, he is a new creature [or creation]: 
old things are passed away; behold, all things are be- 
come new” (2 Cor. 5:17). Of every believer Paul 
writes by inspiration of the Holy Spirit-that “the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ . . . hath blessed 
us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in 
Christ” (Eph. 1:3). That leaves no room for any 
needed “second blessing,” after we-have received “all.” 
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< ty at are told “ye are complete in Him” 
. 2:10). 
The doctrinal statement of the Victorious Life Testi- 
mony includes the following: ‘ 


The child of God, having this new resurrection life, 
born again by the Holy Spirit, is to walk by that same 
power. “If we live by the Spirit, by the Spirit let us 
also walk” (Gal. 5:16, 25). “As therefore ye received 
Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him” (Col. 2:6). He 
is to walk worthily of the calling wherewith he is called, 
“with all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, 
forbearing one another in love” (Eph. 4:1, 2). He is 
to “be filled with the Spirit” (Eph. 5: 18), and to walk 
in love (Eph. 5:2), which is the fulfilment of the law 
(Rom. 13 : 10). 

This [the Victorious Life] is not a new doctrine, but 
part of the old Gospel. It does not mean something 
added to the Christian life,.but is the normal Chris- 
tian experience as presented in the New Testament. 
This teaching does not present two standards for Chris- 
tian living, with the thought of dividing Christians into 
two groups, those claiming victory and those who make 
no such claim. The purpose is to show what are the 
privileges and responsibilities of every believer in 
Christ, and to bring the experience of Christians up to 
the standard of daily living set forth in the New Tes- 
tament. 


In other words, when we have Christ we have all. 
“For all things are yours; ... and ye are Christ’s; 
and Christ is God’s” (1 Cor. 3: 21-23). 

Another teaching which is often sincerely put forth, 
but which does not seem to be in accordance with the 
Scriptures and therefore has confused many children 
of Cod, is that the Christian ought to seek for “the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit” as the needed condition 
of power and victory. But the Scriptures declare 
that all believers have been baptized by the Holy 
Spirit; and we are not to seek for that which we 
have; we are not to ask God to do that which he says 
he has done. To all believers is addressed .the word: 
“By one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, 
whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond 
or free; and have been all made to drink into one 
Spirit” (1 Cor. 12: 13). 

From these Scriptures it follows that there are but 
two simple things for the believer to do who would 
live victoriously, which means having power for serv- 
ice and “walking in the Spirit.” Having received all 
things when he received Christ as Saviour, he is now 
to give God all that he has and is. The first condition 
of the Victorious Life, in other words, is to make a 
present of ourselves to God. Having received the 


.gift of Christ’s life, we are to make the gift of our 


life to him. “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by 
the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a 
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is 
your reasonable service” (Rom. 12:1). Or again: 
“Yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive 
from the dead, and your members as instruments of 
righteousness unto God” (Rom. 6: 13). 

This full yielding or full surrender having be@n 
made by a definite act of the will, the believer is 
then to trust God to do the rest. He is to believe that 

#s meeting His whole responsibility in_ the life 
of the believer, and is producing all the “fruit of the 
Spirit” (Gal. 5:22, 23), and is giving victory, power, 
and all that is needed. After surrender, faith, And 
faith means ‘believing without evidence of any sort 
whatsoever ; simply taking the naked Word of God as 
true and inviolable, — and as true now. “As ye have 
therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye 
in him” (Col. 2:6). 

the Victorious Life, or the Spirit-filled life, is 
to be continued moment by moment by faith in the 
sufficient grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. 





Do the Stars Declare the Gospel ? 





S YOU gaze up into the sky on a clear 
f% night and see the myriads of stars flash- 
ing, what do you think about? 


Perhaps you know the names and stories, 

, of some of the constellations 4nd think of 

mythological heroes. Has it ever occurred 

to you that God may have used these star 

groups to set before men of all time and of 
every tongue the story of Redemption? 


The Psalmist sang: “The heavens de- 
clare the glory of God; and the firmament 
sheweth his handywork. Day unto day ut- 
tereth speech, and night unto night sheweth 
knowledge. There is no speech or language, 
where their voice is not heard.” ~ 


Next week’s issue of The Sunday School 
Times, the Christmas Number, will contain 
the first of three articles on “The Stars and 
the Gospel,” bringing together facts of 
which most people know nothing, yet which 
furnish impressive evidence that the story 
of Christ as Saviour, his virgin birth, his 
age-long adversary the Devil, and the Re- 
deemer’s final triumph have been written in 
fire in the skies for millenniums past. 
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Beside Our Beds of Pain 3 


“ The healing of the seamless dress” for mind and soul and body 


By 











Fitzwalter H. Wentworth 














I. WHat Have I Done? 


T IS no,uncommon thing, at least to a minister, 

to have the sick ask, ‘““What have I done to merit 

this suffering?” And what tortures of introspection 
sensitive souls can go through when this question is 
uppermost in the mind! On the other hand, strangely 
enough, people who should trouble themselves about 
this matter seldom give it a thought. 

The problem of pain, as we see by the book of 
Job, is very ancient. And in our Lord’s day it is 
evident that it was a controversial subject, for the 
disciples asked, “Who did sin, this man or his parents, 
that he was born blind?” It is easy to speculate about 
other people’s sufferings. It is another matter if “ge 
happens to be the sufferer. Yet even he, I think, 
generally willing to admit that suffering is in ‘the 
world as a result of sin. We cannot think of suffer- 

in a sinless world. We think of heaven as a place 
e “ shall wipe all tears from their eyes; 


‘and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor 


crying, ‘neither shall there be any more pain.” It is, 
however, altogether different when we try to trace 
personal afflictions to the individual’s sin or that of his 
parents. Jesus answered his disciples, “Neither hath 
this man sinned, nor his parents; but that the works 
of God should be manifest in him.” 

My tried and troubled friend, has it ever ocuiaved 
to you that God is seeking to manifest himself through 
your very afflictions? The. hymnology of the Church 
of Christ has been greatly enriched and many afflicted 
people have been greatly blessed by that. sacred song 
which George Matheson wrote in the days | of his 
blindness, “O Love that wilt not let me go.” Had 
he not been so afflicted this suffering world would 
have been the poorer by the loss of that line so full 
of meaning and comfort in hours. of misery and dis- 
tress, “O Joy that seekest me through pain.’ 

The Scri ptures teach us that some suffering is for 
disciplinary, or “child training,’ purposes, “For whom 
the rd loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every 
son whom he receiveth.” “Every branch that beareth 
fruit, he cleanseth it, that it may bear more fruit.” 
And how does he cleanse? By means of the pruning 
knife. But what has the vine done to deserve all 
this painful cutting away of that which seems to add 
to its appearance? Nothing! It is simply the hus- 
bandman’s knowledge that this is the only way for 
the vine to bear: more fruit and_ better. 

It is evident that the Apostle Paul could not trace 
his thorn in the flesh to any personal transgression. 
It seemed a hindrance to his work, and so three times 
he prayed for its removal. But instead of its being 
taken away he received an answer that changed the 
whole aspect of the case, and placed a new value upon 
his sufferings, — “And he said unto me, My grace is 
sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in 
weakness.” Thus’ is revealed unto us a preventive 
purpose in some distresses. Without such we might 
with the great apostle “be exalted above measure 
through the abundance of the revelations.” 

It is not easy for-people who go through life with 
little or no suffering to be as thoughtful and sympa- 
thetic for others as they should be. Often they are 
too severe and exacting with those weaker than them- 
selves, forgetting that ali are not constituted alike. 
A period of pain may give them the right perspective. 

To return, however, to the question of suffering for 
sin, we know that on occasions Jesus said to those 
whom he healed, “Sin no more, lest a worse thing come 
unto thee.” And such people knew what he meant 
without his specifying the secret sin of their life. 





. There is no doubt that Jesus would use similar words 
. to some modern sufferers. who know very well the 


cause of their trouble—the abuse of various appe- 


‘tites; the deliberate violation of the laws of health 


and the breaking of Divine commands: Spells of 


-anger have a debilitating effect upon one’s system, so 
‘ that a doctor writes, “Rage actually changes the blood 


and other fluids of man and beasts, poisons the tex- 
tiles, causes inflammation of the brain, and absolute 
distortion of the spirit.” 

Professor A. B. Bruce in his book on the Providen- 
tial Order wrote, “Man’s capacity for misery, even 
to a tragic extent, is one of the evidences of the “s 
nity of his nature. It is due to his having a soul, 

iritual nature, with its own special needs, which, 
TF ust attended to, take their revenge by overtaxing 
bodily appetites, so turning the pleasures of natural 
use into the torment of unnatural excess.’ 

If we are conscious of wrong modes of living, of 
moods that aggravate the ailments of the body, or of 
actual sins, now is the time to repent, seek forgiveness 
and newness of life. Jesus said, “Him that cometh 
unto me I will inxno wise cast out.” 


“Thy touch has still its ancient power: 
No word from Thee can fruitless fall.” 


As in Job’s day, so to-day one of the hardest 
things for God’s children to understand is bodily 
affliction, Mr. Wentworth, pastor of the Quebec 
Baptist Church, was for nine years one of the 
chaplains visiting ¢ the General Bop Hospital of 
St. John’s, New Brunswick. Out of his wide and 
varied experience with the sick and the suffering 
he has written a series of unusual studies, here 
commenced, for readers of The Sunday School 
Times. The articles will discuss the following 


topics : 
What Have I Done? 
The Ministry of the Sick 
_ The Will to Get Well 
The Ministry of Flowers 
Our Unconscious Hours 
The Valley of the Shadow 
Discharged 
If you have friends, sick or well, with whom 
_ you would share these messages of real Christian 
comfort and counsel, a ten-weeks’ “Get-Ac- 
quainted” ‘subscription for 25 cents will include 
the entire series, for as many such subscriptions 
as you please. The Wentworth series should be 
mentioned, and subscriptions be sent to The 
Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia. 








There is nothing like an inner peace to. hasten re- 
covery in time of sickness. Oftentimes its effect 
borders on the miraculous. So that we should seek 
this peace by refusing to worry over unknown guilt, 
or by getting right with God in Christ when we are 
aware of wrong-doing. 

If God does not grant the healing that we seek, he 
gives some greater compensation, making us triumph 
over our pain or disability with a serenity that sets 
the world’ wondering. 


II. THe MINISTRY OF THE SICK 


It is usual to think of the sick as being ministered 
unto. But just now think of the sick as minister- 
ing unto others, There is a service which the 
sick can perform. It varies, of course, according to 
the degree of illness. Yet it is surprising how ill 
some can be and-still serve. A wonderful service is 
performed when we are patient under pain. Some 
of the worst sufftrers are the most patient. Some 
people are temperamentally more patient than others ; 
while some win: patience at great cost. Perfect pa- 
tience comes through personal fellowship with the 
- suffering Saviour. “Behold,; we count them happy 
which endure.” 

And there is a great difference between Christian 
fortitude and that which-is stoical. The latter leaves 
the onlooker with the sense of strength minus feel- 
ing, while the former is suggestive of strength and 
sweetness of character divinely imparted. Stoical for- 
titude breeds a patience that may make men marvel, 
but it never leads them to worship; whereas Chris- 
tian patience creates a sense of awe. In the ‘presence 
of the latter people are conscious of standing on holy 
ground. Men unmoved by the most powerful sermon 
have been deeply stirred by an example of Christian 
patience under great suffering. This does not mean 
putting up with indifferent care or meekly being im- 
posed upon. A patient has a right to expect proper 
treatment from medical men, nurses, and orderlies. 
And we occasionally meet with those who will treat 
a patient with the utmost indifference if that one is 
slow to complain. It is sometimes our bounden duty 
to insist that things be done differently. Afid we are 
doing service for others when we lodge an honest 
complaint concerning slackness of duty. Yet our 
very method of complaining can be so Christian in 
spirit as to show a patiegce not easily provoked to 
anger, even under pain to no purpose. 

We have been considering the passive side of the 
ministry of the sick. There is, however, an active 
service which the Christian sick can render. To what 
greater purpose could time in the sick room be put 
than in the ministry of intercession? Even people 
who are very ill can pray in spirit. And prayer is of 
personal benefit under all circumstances; it is at least 
a partial antidote to pairf, precious indeed to those 
who have experienced its power. But en prayer 
mess. into intercession others are blessed besides our- 
selves 

I do not believe that God intended sweet women to 
be shut away as cloistered nuns for a life of inter- 
cession. Neither do I believe it makes their prayers 
more efficacious. But the ideal expressed in their in- 


carceration is inestimable. . Evil is not excluded by 
thickneSs of walls. Satan has no objection to imprison- 
ment so long as he can keep company with a saint. 
And a saint genérally finds that loneliness does not 
lend itself to sanctity. Sickness, however, enforces 
more or less solitary confinement for a period. And 
whatever of that time is spent in intercession brings 
the soul into. vital touch with the Saviour, and scat- 
ters all sorts of blessings upon the earth. 

Think of interceding for your minister while he 
preaches on Sunday or visits during the week. Send. 
sunshine into young hearts gathered in Sunday-schools 
by interceding in their behalf. What far-flung bless- 
ings you may send forth day by day, and night by 
night when sleep her soothing balm denies, by taking 
large petitions to the Throne of Grace for mission- 
aries the world around! You may even alter the des- 
tiny of nations by taking their leaders to God in 
prayer. You can send quickening influences into’ every 
reform for which you ‘pray. .You can hasten the com- 
ing of the kingdom of God in many lives by, true in- 
tercessory supplication. Every visitor you receive, 
every- item read to you from the newspapers, your 
church or Sunday-school: journals, will provide mate- 
rial for prayers. Other patients may benefit in un- 
accountable ways because you are in vital touch with 
the Father of all mercies, remembering their needs 
as well as’ your own 

How marvelously the Apostle Paul made the places 
of his imprisonment power houses of prayer. Through 
this he lost all sense of bondage to men and became 
the Saviour’s happy slave,.Christ’s prisoner. Until the 
end of the age, and beyond, the Church of Christ 
will enter into priceless possessions through the prayers 
of Paul, the prisoner of the Lord. Read some of his 
far- reaching petitions in the Epistle to the Ephesians 
and participate with the apostle in furthering the work 
of the kingdom. And thus turn melancholy moments, 
hours of helplessness, dull days of depression, weeks 
of weariness and protracted ‘periods of pain into sea- 
sons of spiritual strength and succor. 

Besides the service of intercession you should seek 
opportunity to lead others to Christ. There are those 
sometimes waiting upon the sick who themselves are 
sick of soul. How precious is the privilege to be able 
to minister to those who render service to us. In 
hospitals there are always patients who have made no 
profession of faith in Christ. Some years ago I was 
called to see a dying sailor in the public ward of a 
hospital. On arrival I found the man in the next bed 
trying to make clear toe the fast-sinking mariner the 
way of salvation. When it was all over I thanked this 
man for the help he had given. To-my astonishment 
he replied, “I am not a Christian myself, but, I know 
the way, and I couldn’t see the poor fellow die with- 
out telling him what I knew’to:- be true,” Then he con- 
fessed that he was a lawyer who had fallen through 
drink. Nevertheless he could not shake off the in- 
fluence of his Christian home, church, and Sunday- 
school. 

At another time an old gentleman of seventy-seven 
years told me that he counted every seventh year of 
his life as a sabbatic year. Now this his eleventh 
Sabbath found him in the hospital. At first he thought 
he would rather die than go to such an institution. 
But suddenly he found his Sabbath sanctified by seek- 
ing to lead sinful souls to the Saviour in the same 
ward in which he was a patient. Then he knew what 
it was to pray: 

Teach me to live: ’Tis easier far to die — 
Gently and silently to pass away, 

On earth’s long night to close the heavy eye, 
And waken in the realms of glorious day. 


Well-to-do patients in private rooms can do much 
to cheer sufferers in less comfortable circumstances. 
Share some of the good things you receive, and learn 
more deeply the meaning of those words, “It is more 
blessed to give than to receive.” Make daily inquiries 
concerning others, who, perhaps, are suffering more 
than yourself, or, on hearing of your greater suffering, 
will marvel at your sympathetic interest in them. All 
suffering can be sanctified by service. And _ service 
rendered through suffering takes much of the pang out 
of pain. There would be less mystery in pain if there 
were more service in suffering. 

Quesec, CAN. 

% 


Mr. Trumbull’s “What is the Gospel?” gives the 
essentials of salvation simply and clearly “for the man 
in the street” and every one else. It gives God’s Word 
on “Why Men Are Lost,” “How Men Are Saved,” 
“What is Salvation,’ “The Blessed Hope,” “The Vic- 
torious Life’ (The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 
Aa Street, Philadelphia, cloth, 75 cts.; paper, 50 
cts.). 
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: A First Century Life of Christ? 
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ENSATIONAL reports come by press notices 

from Italy concerning a reported find by Mario 

Di Martino-Fusco of a “detailed account of the 
life and martyrdom of Christ.” It purports to have 
been written by Livy in the fifty-eighth year after the 
birth of our Lord. The claims for this document are 
indeed startling, but not alarming. - If genuine, and 
the find is not a false alarm, it will be a valuable con- 
tribution to-early heathen testimony concerning Christ. 
That is the most that can be said of it. 

Unfortunately the discoverer is reported now to have 
disappeared and taken the manuscript with him. The 
indications are that an avaricious desire to commer- 
cialize his find is at work. No doubt we shall soon 
know where the manuscript is hidden and some scholar 
will be allowed to see it and make the facts known in 
accurate detail, Until that time we can do no more 
than live on the tiptoe of expectation, and also in quiet 
confidence. The inspired life of Christ cannot be dis- 
turbed by fiction, and facts cannot disturb it. We 
await with gladness whatever the document may con- 
tain, 

The Literary Digest, September 27, 1924. 


i] 
Has the Holy Grail Been Found? 


HOSE who have been following this archeological 

department for the last ten years and have not 
been so completely overwhelmed by the Great War 
as to forget all that went before it, will recall the 
startling announcement of the Antioch Chalice. It 
brought a weird tale of the discovery, at least so- 
called discovery, of the Holy Grail. The story seemed 
almost too fantastic in design to find a place in this 
page of serious facts, but there was really some evi- 
dence, circumstantial evidence, that the Chalice was 
what was claimed for it. 

Interest in the Chalice, then aroused, was suppressed 
like nearly everything else of mysterious appeal, dur- 
ing the titanic struggle for world mastery. Now, 
strangely, interest in the Chalice is once more aroused 
and with more than merely renewed vigor. The in- 
terest now centers in three things: that the inner, 
plain, cup is the very cup of the first Supper, that the 
outer, richly adorned cup contains portraits of Christ 
and the Apostles, and that the date of the Chalice is 
the first century. 

That the inner cup of the Chalice was precious seems 
certified by the making of the elaborate outer one to 
enshrine it. That the figures are portraits, their sharply 
defined individuality seems to make certain. Besides 
that, they come from a place and time when such por- 
trait work was much in vogue—if! This “if” is the 
source of all the renewed interest now aroused. Dr. 
James A, Montgomery Of the University of Pennsyl- 
vania has made the latest great contribution to this 
discussion by a new interpretation of one of the most 
puzzling characteristics of the Chalice. An eagle fig- 
ured on it has hitherto been thought to be, of course, 
the Roman eagle, which naturally dated the relic about 
the fourth century and so plunged us into the uncer- 
tain maze of traditional relics of that period. Now 
Professor Montgomery has shown that the eagle was 
a Syrian religious symbol of Antioch in the first cen- 
tury. There is thus considerable trend of opinion 
toward the idea that this is really the very cup used 
by eur Lord in the Supper. If it should eventually 
be proved to be so} it would be the most precious relic 
of antiquity in all_the world. Its presence in the 
world to-day would be scarcely less startling than 
would be discovery of the original tables of the Law, 
and. would be even more dear to Christian sentiment. 

Professor J. A. Montgomery, in the Philadelphia Public 
Ledger, 1924. ‘ 
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The Discovery of Ancient Zion 


17 IS cause for rejoicing that Professor R. A. 
Stuart Macalister, who did such a wonderful work 
of excavation at Gezer and then retired behind an 
Irish professorship, is back again in the work of the 
Palestine Exploration Society. This time he is at 
the site of ancient Zion, the city of David, and the 
place of the Jebusite Castle. His work is now_re- 
ported in the quarterly statement of the Palestine Ex- 
ploration Fund, and given wider publicity in the Lon- 
don Telegraph. 

_It was my privilege to visit Professor Macalister. at 
his work on two occasions while in the East during 
the past winter, once before going to the Land of 
Moab and again on my return from the Cities of the 
Plain. The courtesy which one archeologist carefully 
observes toward the work of another forbade me to 
publish anything that I had seen until his account of 
the work was first given out. It is now a pleasure to 
call attention to the important work at this site of 


ae eae he on eet 


- . gpieae interest as published by Professor Mac- 
alister. 

That he has found the actual site ofythe ancient 
Zion, still represented by somé of the/ruins of the 
City of David, and some portions of the very Jebusite 
Castle which the Jebusites defied David to take, seems 
assured. The ruins are just where the ancient city 
was known to have been and the ponderous masonry, 
so unlike the characteristic Israelite workmanship, is 
just what it might be expected to be. Even the an- 
cient altar is the simple Canaanite altar, an uncut 
flat rock with the cup-marks for libations. - 


we 


Melchisedec’s Altar and Jeru-Salem 


HETHER or not the altar found by Professor 

Macalister on Zion is the very altar of Mel- 
chisedec, where’ offerings were made when Abra- 
ham returned from the rescue of Lot, as Profes- 
sor Macalister suggests, is quite another mat- 
ter. It is a curious thing that we set our 
faces like flint against one tradition that has nothing 
to support it, and accept another, equally unsupported, 
without a question. Who knows that the Salem of 
Melchisedec was Jeru-Salem? That city was a long 
way out of the way for the return of Abraham from 
pursuing the kings. and rescuing Lot. He was com- 
ing down to the Jordan Valley on the direct way to 
Sodom. It is at least curious that there was another 
Salem in the days of John the Baptist and it was 
directly in this Jordan Valley! 


Nebuchadnezzar’s Temple at Ur 


[E* GORDON of the Museum of the University 
of Pennsylvania gives most interesting \informa- 
tion of Ur, the old city of Abraham, linking it up 
with the reign of Nebuchadnezzar. A temple has 
been found erected under that monarch which shows 
the erection of a public assembly court instead of the 
private shrine intended only for priests. A public 
assembly hall, of course supposes an assemblage of 
people. This is a perfectly reasonable deduction. 
When Dr. Gordon: goes on to suggest as most prob- 
able that this was the place of the golden image of 
Nebuchadnezzar, and that here was a change in meth- 
ods of worship from the private ministrations of 
priests to public worship by an assembly of the peo- 
ple, and that this was the occasion of the order “to 
fall down and worship” which caught the three He- 
brew young men, one rather gasps at such a large con- 
clusion by a scientific archeologist. The dominions 
of Nebuchadnezzar were very great,— there were many 
places of worship, many temples, as well as great 
centers of the government, and the capitol was at 
Babylon. _The confident assumption that the image 
was set up at Ur might do for the subjective methods 
of a critic, but is a rather large and unexpected guess 
for an archeologist, a man of facts. I would be 
glad to know that the image was really set up at Ur, 
but supposition is not knowledge. The credulity dis- 
played in this guess is in strange contrast to the con- 
stant reference throughout the account tc the Biblical 
account as “legend.” 


Dr. George B. Gordon, interview in the Evening Bulletin, 
Philadelphia, February 26, 1924. 


Ur and the Copper Age 


HE account in the Pennsylvania Gazette of the 

Same excavations at Ur of. the Chaldees contains 
much that is interesting and instructive. It seems to 
have been the Copper Age of civilization, from the 
prevalence of copper in the ancient city, which is 
dated, tentatively, back to 4600 B. C. Whether this 
represents a definite staté of advancement or simply 
the most available material for metallic work is an 
open question. The long tow of copper bulls made 
in the round as ornament for the temple is very sug- 
gestive in connection with the universal prevalence 
and persistence of bull-worship among Semites. It 
seems to have been “in the blood.” The most curious 
and suggestive thing found, however, is from the 
reign of King Aanrfipadda of the first Dynasty of 
Us which has been assigned the problematic date of 
4600 B. C. It is a gold scaraboid inscribed with the 
name of this king This is suggestive of Egyptian 
affiliations and influence. If the Egyptian custom was 
followed of placing on scarabs only names of dead 
people, the age of the scaraboid becomes very uncer- 
tain. If, however, it was a seal or charm of the king 
himself, as is probable, it is very suggestive concern- 
ing the early affiliations of Babylonian dynasties and 
Egypt. Early Egyptian history shows the dynastic 





Egyptians coming from the land of Punt, which was 
Cush, and Nimrod was a “son of Cush.” I have 
been most interested in noting how one intidental piece 
of evidence after another falls in with the Biblical 
statement concerning those very early movements of 
peoples. Eventually we may expect all to appear; the 
whole trend is in that direction. 


C. L. Wooley, Pennsylvania Gazette, XXII, January 23, 


+) 
Another Tribute to Phoenicia 


HE importance of ancient Phoenicians stands out 
in the Bible, especially in the days of Solomon. 
They have always held high place in the story of the 
origin of the alphabet. Now comes the distinguished 
Professor Dérpfield to say that the famous Mycenean 
ware was really of Phoenician origin. It is remark- 
able how certain little peoples of that. little land be- 
tween the continents bulked so large in political, liter- 
ary, and religious history of the world, —thé Philis- 
tines who gave their name to the land, the Phoenicians 
who gave the alphabet to literature, and the Israel- 
ites who gave revelation and hope to the world. 
Professor William Dérpfield, in communication to the 
editors of the Journal of the Arfierican Institute of Arche- 
ology from work of 1922. 


"1924, PP. 337-339. 


Where Were Peter and Paul Buried? 


PPURTHER excavations have been in progress at 
the Basilica St. Sebastiano, in Rome, rather far 
down below it in what is called the Basilica Aposto- 
lorum, the Church of the Apostles. In it was found, 
a few years ago, quite conclusive evidence that the 
people of Rome in the early days firmly believed that 
the bodies of the Apostles Peter and Paul were al- 


‘lowed to rest here for a time and then taken to the 


crypt underneath the great altar in Saint Peter’s 
Church in Rome where they still probably lie. These 
later excavations only serve to strengthen the tradi- 
tion. A great sepulcretum has been found and also 
columbaria, i. ¢., a place where bodies were buried, 
and a place where ashes of cremated bodies were 
placed. It came to be later a place where funeral 
services were held and from these came the graphiti, 
scribblings on the walls, which record the tradition, 
(also well-known aside from these records) of the 
resting-place of the Apostles in this old sepulcretwm. 
It is all very interesting, but after all, the important 
things are what these apostles did and what they wrote, 
and not where their dust lies or ever did lie. Yet the 
place where noble dust lies,is dear to us, whether at 
Rome or in Westminster Abbey, or in some place un- 
known to fame, _ 

Official report of the Italian Government Excavations, 
1923. 
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Sodom’s Westminster Abbey 


PEAKING of Westminster Abbey turns my 

thoughts to a most suggestive set of facts re- 
ported in the account of the explorations at the Cities 
of the Plain. The High Place found on the Plain 
was plainly the Great High Place of the Cities of the 
Plain, -Sodom and~Gomorrah and all the rest. The 
character of the place as that only of a place of wor- 
ship, its size, and especially the great fortress twelve 
hundred feet long that guarded it, mark it as un- 
doubtedly the special place of worship of the people 
of the Plain. Here the people came as to a great 
national shrine. Now alongside of this High Place 
was a cemetery.. It was from some of the graves of 
this cemetery, opened by Arabs treasure-seeking, that 
we obtained the: indubitable evidence of the civiliza- 
tion of the time of Sodom and Gomorrah. But the 
open graves were few in number, while the unopened 
oaes ran into hundreds. Yet what-are even hundreds 
to the population of the Plain? Manifestly this was 
not a general public cemetery, but a very special one 
alongside of the Great High Place. Surely only the 
great of the nation, priests and perhaps nobles, would 
have this distinction. We had found the Westmin- 
ster Abbey of Sodom. 


Palestine’s Potash Supply 


i IS reported from Jerusalem that the Dead Sea 
has been discovered to contain a precipitate of 
potash which can be abstracted at a cost which, added 
to the expense of transportation, will enable it to be 
sold at Jaffa, the Mediterranean port of Jerusalem, 
for $15 a ton as against $30 a ton,‘ which potash now 
commands in Europe. This wide margin compared 
with freight rates to Europe makes possible a great 
opportunity for the Palestinian enterprise. 

The great lack of Palestine heretofore in the com- 
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Lesson for December “4 
John 11 : 1-44 


“mercial and industrial world has been a lack of raw 


materials. Here is one raw material seemingly ex- 
haustless. If now the Jordan, the great “descender,” 
can be’ harnessed to give power, the great_ day of 
prosperity for Palestine, even in this day of dern 
world prosperity in material things, may have come 
for the Holy Land. So may come the return of the 
“captivity of Sodom” which Ezekiel foretold. 


Associated Press message. 
we 
Savings Banks of Ancient Greece 


NE of the curious minor discoveries in the Greek 

world has been recently a number of money boxes, 
like children’s savings banks. They are \of various 
shapes, but especially the shape of the beehive. From 
this form, perhaps- originally an underground tomb, 
were prepared little models in the beehive shape. The 
name given such a box was thesauris, i. e., “treasury.” 
A verb was coined from this noun, “to thesaurize,” 
for which we have no corresponding English word, 
but have that most familiar classic expression of the 
King James Version, “to lay up treasures.” Thus the 
little money boxes become most apt and illuminating 
illustrations of the hope of blessed Christian endeavor 
from childhood onward. So we may “lay up treasures 
in heaven.” 


Professor David M. Robinson, American Journal of Arche- 
ology, July-September, 1924, pp. 239-250. 


4 
A Babylonian Summer “White House” 


B Bowe account of the taking of. Babylon given in the 
book of Daniel represents the King Belshazzar as be- 
ing killed the night of the assault. The king father, 
still probably also king at that time, was Nabonidus. 
With him Belshazzar was associated as co-regent. 
Many contract tablets of that age are found dated in 
the joint. reign of Nabonidus and Belshazzar, or hav- 
ing the oath administered in the name of each king. 
In the Chronicle of Cyrus concerning the reign of 
Nabonidus and the fall of Babylon it is recorded that 
“Nabonidus was in Tema in the seventh, ninth, tenth, 
and eleventh years of his reign, while the son of the 
king, Belshazzar, and the soldiers were in Accad.” 
This statement in the Chronicle is followed almost 
immediately with the statement that “the king did not 
go to Babylon.” It has been argued that this Tema 
was- but a part of Babylon and that it was there that 
Nabonidus was, when the city was taken and Belshaz- 
zar slain. This last statement of the Chronicle seems 
unmistakably to show that Tema was not a paft of 
Babylon. 

A recent discovery in the Babylonian collection at 
Goucher College, probably throws light on this ob- 
scure point, may even clear it up entirely. It is a con- 
tract tablet for the sending of a messenger by donkey 
from Babylon to Tema in Arabia, some five hundred 
miles distant across the desert. The indication is that 
the messenger was a royal messenger. going from the 
King at Babylon to some royal functionary at Tema 
or a-messenger from Babylon to the king at Tema. 
Tema was high and had a salubrious climate. Na- 
bonidus was something of a recluse, a student, and an 
archeologist. Babylon a most uncomfortable, and 


“even dangerous, climate much of the year. The sug- 


gestion is put forth with much of plausibility that 
Tema was used by Nabonidus, as a summer capital, a 
kind of “White House in the mountains,” and that this 
is the Tema where the father king was staying when 
Babylon was taken and the king, Belshazzar, was slain. 

Little by little the whole story~is coming out. Once 
Belshazzar was sneered at as a figment of the imagina- 
tion of a Jewish writer, now nearly every item of 
the story has been attested and the trustworthiness of 
the whole document is approaching absolute corrobora- 
tion. : 


Raymond P. Dougherty, Journal American Oriental So- 
ciety, 1922, pp. 305-316. 


Kirjath-sepher Corroborates the Bible 


i! JOSHUA (10:38 and 15:15) we are told, “And 
Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, to Debir; 
and fought against it,’ and, “. . . and the name of 
Debir before was Kirjath-sepher.” Now Kirjath- 
sepher means “writing town” which might be a place 
where scribes lived and worked, or it might mean a 
place in which was a library. In either case the name 


certainly gives great hope that writings would be 


found there. For thirty years or more I have had 
the hope that some day this place would be identified 
among the ruins of South Palestine and that its excava- 
tion would give us possibly a great collection of tab- 
lets of the Tell el-Amarna and subsequent, perhaps, 
even preceding age. Almost certainly it would yield 
something to justify the name “writing town.” Im- 
mediately. after the close of the exploration of the 
Cities of the Plain, Dr. Albright went upon another 
expedition to explore little known places in South 
Judea. He believes that he has at last definitely lo- 
cated the ruin of angient Kirjath-sepher. This place 
has a large Tell or mound of ruins in keeping with 
the character of this city as a royal Canaanite city. 


Kirjath-sepher seems to have been abandoned at. the. 


Exile and is never heard of again. The pottery on 
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the top of this mound is of -that age and as there is 
‘none later; so this ruin must have been abandoned at 
that time. Dr. Albright says, “In this connection there 
issan interesting fact, which came home to me more 
vividly on this trip than ever before. Many of the 
towns in southern Judah and Simeon were not oc- 
cupied after the Exile. This proves clearly that the 
Babylonian invasion was quite as disastrous as it is 
rtrayed in the Old Testament, and the views of 
osters and others that the drastic sweep made of the 
population of Judah ‘at this time is a fancy of post- 
exilic scribes must be rejected. The present writer 
once subscribed to this view, but has been forced to 
=z it because of the pressure of archeological 
acts.” 

What an opportunity this identification of Kirjath- 
sepher opens for another expedition that might prove 
far more valuable than even the expedition to the 
Cities of the Plain. As I look out of my Window 
there is rising before my eyes the walls of a great 
and costly, really magnificent, building to represent 
the pernicious views of the Christian Scientists. If 
men and women of means, who do not believe the 
Bible as God’s revelation, spend their money so lav- 
ishly .to propagate their unbelief, can it be that so 
great an opportunity to authenticate the Biblical story, 
and perhaps give to the world a vast treasure of the 
literature of patriarchal times will not also call out 
men and -women of the Faith who will supply the 
funds needed for such a work? Will not some re- 
spond ? 

Dr. W. F. Albright, in the Bulletin of American Schools 
of Oriental Research, October, 1924. 


ve 
Why the “Khabiri” Were Not Hebrews 


HE discussion of the Khabiri of the Tell el-Amarna 

tablets as the Hebrews still goes on, especially 
among critics, though some archzoiogists also are 
much wedded to this view. The similarity of names 
and of events has always been the chief evidence upon 
which the identification is made. To read of the at- 
tack upon Gaza and Jericho and Jerusalem necessarily 
sounds a good deai like the story of the conquest. 
Even the. description of the events necessarily bears 
much resemblance to the events of the conquest. But 
resemblances must never be depended upon unsupported 
by other really historical material. It is of great in- 
terest now after years of discussion to have the opin- 
ion of Pére Dhorme, the foremost of all the students 
of the ancient Palestinian dialects. After a careful ex- 
amination of the material in hand together with the 
recent most valuable material from Boghats-Keui, the 
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Hittite library, he reaches the definite conclusion, 
“Whether “from the etymological point of view or 
from the historical point. of view, the identification of 
the, Hebrews as the Ahabiri seems not acceptable to 
us. 


P. Dhorme, the Journal of Palestine Oriental Society, 
1924, pp. 162-168. 
we 


A New Expedition to Asia Minor 


HE anonymous gift of $100,000 has made pos- 

sible a great expedition to Asia Minor expected to 
last for two years. This ise very important and sets 
before us great hopes for Hittite discoveries, and 
New Testament Archeology, and especially the illumi- 
nation of the ancient classical world.. No lover of the 
Bible need be told how much more important and hope- 
ful would be such an expenditure now in Palestine 
ere the growing prosperity of the land obliterates 
much of the evidence now accessible. 


a4 
Pharmacy’s Bible Exegesis 


RCHEOLOGICAL philology, the determining of 
the ancient meaning of words whose imagery has 
been stripped away by the decay of civilizations and 
the passing away of things earthly, is one of the most 
fruitful and interesting of all the methods of interpre- 
tation and exegesis. But surely the pharmacological 
laboratory is hardly expected to produce anything for 
Biblical interest. Notwithstanding, one of the most 
interesting of recent truths in archeological philology 
is contributed by the pharmacological laboratory of 
Johns Hopkins University. ; 
In Psalm 58:9 in the Hebrew (v. 8 in the English 
version) there is a prayer against the wicked that ‘‘as 
a snail passeth away, so let it be with them.” This 
has always been interpreted as meaning that, as the 
snail in: passing along leaves a trail of slime, the snail 
itself was dissolved in its progress. It is now found 
by pharmacological experiment that it is not so, but 
that the snail discharges sulphuric acid which scat- 
ters destruction as it goes and at the same time, as 
the acid comes from a breaking down or dissolution of 
the substance ef the snail, its destructive course is at. 
the same time: preparing its own dissolution. By its 
own course in life it prepares its Own destruction, so 
shall ultimately the wicked, if he keep on in his way. 
The poison disseminates is dissolving his own char- 
acter and life. 


David I. Macht, Journal American Oriental Society, 1922, 
Pp. 280-284. be: 
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Seven steps in preparation for enlargement 











Grading and Reorganizing Your School 


By Louis J. Entzminger 

















E PUT down here the sucessive steps in which 
our experience has taught us are comprised 
the best method of organizing for Sunday- 
school enlargement : mags 

1. The census. This is always the way to begin in 
the organization of a school. Find the prospects — 
those who ought to be reached for membership. We 
discussed the census in an earlier article, and closed 
with the matter of handling the census cards. 

2. Segregate the cards. ‘After getting the census 
complete, the next step is to segregate the cards, first 
separating them by denominational and. church prefer- 
ence. After doing this, the particular school being 
re-organized would have in hand a card for each in- 
dividual who should be reached by it.: 

3. Grade the cards. The cards should be graded out 
by years and departments, beginning with the Cradle 
Roll and going on through the adult ages, as already 
indicated. 


Age Department 
Be: FP VBOYE Co cisncscnadeess Cradle Roll (Babies) 
3 Years wees erry PT Beginners 
Sy EINGREE ospcc se daseess Cradle Roll (Attendance 
Section) 
G--B PUREE: sos dcciecccdnse Primary 
ir TE OEE a Cee sc skye Junior 
es POET ERT TE -+- Intermediate 
17-20 years (Approx.) ..Senior 
21 years and up ..... --- Adult 


Some schools. especially in the North, arrange their 
departments as follows: , 


Age Department 
NES ooo w aca Yc aluce Cradie Roll (Babies) 
3 WUUNUE dec cdnasee sea Kindergarten 
ee Sa) ee Pere Beginners 
G-B-PCGIS- iviececiiccccess Primary 


Q-IE YOALS vs ivecvoccecss Junior 





12-14 years .. Intermediate 
15-17 years +++. Senior 

SRA MORRE 2 ios sc ksesnes Young People’s 
25 years and up ..... ee Adult 


4 ‘ 
After this is done, by counting the cards for each 
age the number of teachers for the enlarged organiza- 


tion can be determined, placing these cards in pack- 
agés of six or seven. 

4. Present the facts. The next step is to have a 
meeting of teachers and officers. Put on the black- 
board before them the number of each age. In one 
column put the number now in the Sunday-school, and 
in-a parallel column put the number not in Sunday- 
school. In practically every case, the figures will in- 
dicate that there are more “prospects” for the schgol 
not being reached than there are persons already in 
attendance. This is the biggest “talking-point,” in 
getting the co-operation of the present organization 
for the enlarged program. It will be evident to them 
that the school as it is cannot reach and teach this 
large number of “prospects,” and that more officers 
and teachers, with a greatly enlarged organization, are 
absolutely necessary. Show the workers just how 
many teachers and officers will be necessary adequately 
to grade and organize the school. 

5. Appeal for whole-hearted co-operation. If the 
present organization is to be upset and a greatly en- 
larged organization put into operation, it must first 
have the united endorsement of the present force of 


- officers and teachers. Get them to vote to adopt and 


to stand by the plam I have never known a corps 
of workers to reject. the proposition to enlarge, the 
organization where the census had been taken and the 
survey of the school and its field placed before them 
showing what they are already doing in the way of 
ve people as compared with what should be 
one. 

6. Secure the additional workers. ‘After having se- 
cured the co-operation of the present staff of workers, 
graded the cards by departments, and grouped them 
in classes, putting six to eight to the class or group, 
it is easy to ascertain the number of teachers needed 
for each grade and department. Typewrite these 
names and addresses by classes for each department. 
Then call the superintendents of the departments to- 
gether, and after a season of prayer about the mat- 


This is the fourth of Mr. Entzminger’s series of articles 
entitled “The Sunday School Transformed.” 
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ter, proceed in the selection of teachers. Place the 
present teachers in charge of children who are as 
nearly as possible of the same age as those they for- 
merly taught; and then add the names of those prospec- 
tive teachers whom you feel can do the work. Write 
their names in on the organization as if they had al- 
ready accepted the work. Get pastor and superintend- 
ent together. Let them approach each of the workers 
selected, and lay the matter on their. hearts. In the 
large majority of cases each of the workers selected 
will accept. In many instances, it will develop that 
the best workers in the church have not been in the 
Sunday-school at all. But they will be glad to enlist, 
if an intelligent forward step is being taken, and they 
can see an opportunity for real service-in a construc- 
tive program. Urge pa each one who accepts his 
appointment that he shall be present the following 
Sunday morning to take his place. 

7. Present the new plan to the whole school. Have 
the entire school meet together on Sunday when the 
work of re-organization is to be done. Place a black- 
board before them and put on the blackboard the num- 
ber of prospects discovered in the census. Show them 
that it is absolutely necessary to have a much larger 
organization if these people are to be reached. Explain 
to them that the matter has been gone over prayer- 
fully by the teachers and officers, and a large number 
of new workers secured, and that you are ready to 
re-organize the school for this enlarged program, pro- 
vided they are willing to co-operate. _Explain to them 
that it will mean the dividing of their classes. Make 
the matter as plain to them as you can; take no ad- 
vantage of the school. = 

Then make an appeal for the unselfish spirit. Tell 
them what a sin it would be if the Sunday-school did 
not go after the people in the field that ought to be 
reached. Ask the old teaching staff who are in favor 
of it to please stand. (They will all stand, as they have 
already agreed to it.) hen ask all the additional 
teachers, who have been selected, who are ready to 
take their places, to stand. You have now standing be- 
fore the school its leadership already committed to the 
program. Then ask the school, if they are ready to 
co-operate with this group of workers, and go into 
this enlarged organization to -build a great Sunday- 
school, please to stand. It will be invariably an unani- 
mous vote. 

If the school is a large school, it can then be graded 
out by departments. Have all the children three years 
old, with their new teachers and officers, go to their 
room for class arrangement, according to the way in- 
formation has already been copied. Then the children 
four and five years old can be called, and sent out with 
their teachers and officers for division in ‘classes, in 
accordance with the typewritten list. Then the Pri- 
mary Department, and on through the organization, 
leaving the superintendent of the department to divide 
by years and into classes in line with the copied in- 
formation. The superintendent of the school, or the 
person in charge of the organization, could handle the 
arrangement into classes of the Young People’s and 
Adult Departments in the auditorium where the work 
is being done. Some such plan should be followed, 
though the leader should use his judgment and vary 
it as seems best. 

Those who are in the classes already will be en- 
rolled on the classification form, which will be diés- 
cussed later. The form containing the teacher’s en- 
rolment, together with the members of each class pres- 
ent, will be clipped together, and all of these enrol- 
ments turned in to the general secretary. It will take 
the entire time of the session of the school for re- 
organization, and the session might be closed with a 
good, earnest word to everybody for co-operation, and 
a boost for a large attendance the following Sunday. 

Every teacher will have placed in his or her hand 
the list of prospects for their respective classes. These 
are to be visited during the following week, and urged 
to be present the follawing Sunday. This visitation 
should be kept up. People who are indifferent to be- 
gin with gradually change their attitude; and each one 
of these prospects should be held on to as persistently 
as a business house would hold on to a propective cus- 
tomer. In many cases three or four more different 
teachers will be visiting prospects in the same home. 
This feature will work wonders with people who are 
indifferent at the outset. : 

Loncwoop, Fa. 


Meeting of the Whole Bible Sunday - 
School Lesson Committee 


HE Lesson Committee of the Christian Funda- 


mentals Association, charged with the responsi-— 


bility of outlining the Whole Bible Sunday School 
Course, will meet in Philadelphia on December 3, con- 
tinuing in session for several days. Under the chair- 
manship of Dr. J. Frank Norris, pastor of the First 
Baptist Church of Fort Worth, Tex., this Committee 
will first provide a course of Sunday-school lessons 
for the remainder of the year 1925, as the present Old 
Testament Course concludes with the last Sunday of 
March. Some nine months’ course will probably be 
furnished, and then a new series of Bible fessons on 
the “Whole Bible” basis, furnishing a more compre- 
hensive and well wrought out course than the one 
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now in use, which was necessarify constructed rather 


hurriedly. 

Christian people who recognize the need of empha- 
sis — the integrity of the Bible and the veracity of 
all the Scriptures are asked to unite in prayer for 
God’s guidance to the Committee charged with this 
important responsibility, that the Philadelphia meeting 
may be wholly under His. direction and may serve the 
truest interests of Sunday-schools. Meantime the In- 
ternational Uniform Lessons provide rich opportunities 
for thorough Bible study, and there would seem to be 
aburidant opportunity for the ministry of both these 
courses, recognized by The Sunday School Times and 
other religious journals that offer their readers helps 
to the study of the two series of lessons. 


The Name of Jesus 
Suggestions for the prayer-meeting 
By W. T. Chiids 


(Fi a number of persons to take part, particularly 
those who do not usually pray or give testimony 
in public. Q . 

Select ‘from the song-book or from the church 
hymnal only such songs or hymns in which, Jesus is 
uppermost, such as “More About Jesus,” “Where He 
Leads Me,” “What a Friend We Have in Jesus,” 
ests is All the World to Me,” “I Need Thee Every 

our,” and “I Must Tell Jesus.” - 


Open with spirited song service of not less than 
fifteen minutes. 

Gospel solo about Jesus. 

Prayer with the thought of Jesus predominant. 

Responsive reading upon the theme of “Winning 
Souls.” 

Prayer. 

Hymn. 

Have some one read Matthew 10: 32, 33. 

Have another person read Philippians 2: 5-i1. 

Leader make general comment, not more than fif- 
teen minutes, about Jesus, the name that binds us all 
together ; Episcopalians bow at saying of The Apostles’ 
Creed, “and in ea 
used as a boy’s. name in Mexico and Spain; we so 
reverence the n that it would be shocking to us to 

ear a boy d Jesus; Greek form of Jeshua or 
Joshua, and the like. ‘ 

See Bible concordance for names, titles. and offices 
of Jesus. Write these off, in advance Of meeting, di- 
viding into about ten groups, and give to ten different 
persons to read as called upon by the leader. 

A little book entitled “The Name That Shall En- 
dure,” by the Rev. Gordon Watt, published by The> 
Sunday School Times Company, Philadelphia (25~ 
cts.), will be found helpful and - suggestive. 

_ Have some one read Francis Ridley Havergal’s beau- 
tiful poem, “What Will You Do Without Him?” 

Leader make appeal for surrender of unsaved to 
Jesus. 

Prayer. 

Hymn, .~ r 

Benediction and dismissal. 

General handshake, no one to leave without having 
shaken hands with at least five persons. 

A prayer-meeting along these lines will be found 
very helpful and almost a score of persons can be 
given something to do. 

Battrmorr, Mp. 








‘Girls’ Problems of To-day 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 

















Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No 
mames or addrvsses or identity will be published in 
The Sunday School Times; and if questions are™ too 
personal for an answer in these columns, Mother 
Ruth will be glad to reply individually if possible, 
if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I have read the questions and answers 
in The Sunday School Times and I am greatly interested 
in them. ‘ 

I am thirteen and belong to a Sabbath-school class of 
girls, all about the same age. Recently we were invited 
to a friend’s for supper and one of the games we played 
was called “Pit,” which we all liked very much. When I 
came home that evening I spoke of it to mother and said 
something about liking to get the game, but as she knew 
nothing about it she suggested that I write and ask you 
about it. 

As I wish to do right, I will certainly be much obliged 
to you if you will give me your opinion about it.—IN- 
QUIRER. ‘ 


AR “INQUIRER”: I am so ‘glad you added 
those last six words. My opinion is one thing 
and what you are to do is another thing, perhaps! I 
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_am sure you have played the game “Following the 


leader,” and in it you must absolutely follow, and not 
allow any side attraction to take you from the foot- 
steps of the leader. It is just the same way in fol- 
lowing Your Saviour, you must always go to him, and 
talk everything over with him, so you will come to 
know his every wish concerning you. 

When I was a girl I played “Pit,” but soon outgrew 
it, and felt it was a waste of time. I really now have 
forgotten all the points about it, but felt it was all 
right. The danger of those games is that they may 
influence you to want to take up with the questionable 
games of the day. The Devil is so full of guile, he 


suggests something altogether harmless, and then fol-- 


lows it up with a little more, and then just a little 
more, and before we know it we are in his grasp, and 
looking on his works with pleasure, and doing his 
wishes to_the detriment of our larger growth in God 
our Father. 

Be on the watch, and make no decision without first 
consulting your leader; he stands ready to guide you 
for the asking, and will lead where there can be no 
pr and where yoti can find only pleasure in his 
choice. ; 


Dear Mother Ruth: There are two questionss which have 
been puzzling me for a long time, and I have been so 
tq come to a right conclusion that I have come to 
you for advice. (1) Is it wrong to play the game of 
“Rook”? (2) Is it wrong to go to moving picture shows? 
Do you think a real good Christian would do these things? 
-—ONE ANXIOUS TO DO RIGHT. 
Y DEAR “ANXIOUS ONE”: Please read the 
letter above and apply it to “Rook” as well _as 
to “Pit.” Then_turn back in your editions of The 
Sunday School Times to September 20, 1923, and then 
tead May 24, 1924, both in Mother Ruth’s column. 
think you will find this question fully treated, but if 
it does not give you what you want of information, 
write and let me know, : ‘ 

Then for the question of moving pictures, get out 
your edition of September 15, 1923, and you will find 
it discussed there. If I can be of further help in look- 
ing into these interests, let me know. 

(The editorial convictions of The Sunday School 
Times, as well as those of Mother Ruth, on one phase 
of this subject will be. found helpfully presented in 
“Shall the Church Use Motion Pictures?” published 


by The Sunday School Times Company, ‘Philadelphia, 
5 cents.) ; 
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The Victorious Life 








The Prayer Room 


HRISTIAN people in Philadelphia, and those 

passing through this. metropolitan center of 
Christian service and travel, feel the need of a place 
in the heart of the city set aside for prayer, to which 
they can go at any time, alone or with praying: friends, 
to meet with God and definitely seek that which he 
would give. c 2 ‘ 

For several years the Victorious Life Testimony 
has had a prayer room, but it has not ‘been wholly: ade- 
quate. Now an tiexpected opportunity has come for 
the renting of a very desirable: room for this pur- 
pose at 83 Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, 
adjoining the Testimony’s’ offices, and the Council be- 
lieves it is God’s will-that it be taken. A cordial in- 
vitation is extended to all Christian people to use the 
room for prayer at any time. The rental is moderate 
for a downtown office building, and a Christian friend 
has given the first month’s rent. Others who may 
wish to help inthis opportunity, by single gifts or 
by any amount they are able to send monthly for the 
maintenance of the prayer room, may address Mr. 
B. F. Culp, Treasurer, 80 Stafford Building, 1114 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


€ 
Calendar of- Conferences 


Many have expressed a desire to be kept informed of, 
and to pray for, meetings addressed by members or 
speakers of the Victorious Life Testimony. 

Keswick, N. J., November 28-30.—Thanksgiving Week- 
End Victorious Life Conference. Led by Charles G. Trum- 
bull, with missionary and other Council speakers. The 
limited accommodations make possible only some eighty 
delegates, and assignments will be made in the order re- 
ceived until all available rooms are filled. Board and 
room $6, for the conference period from Friday afternoon 
until breakfast Monday morning. Registration fee is $1, 
and should be sent with application for accommodations. 
Address Victorious Life Testimony, 80 Stafford Building, 
1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


Do you really believe that God answers prayer — 
your prayer? The book, “How Know God 
Answers Prayer,” by Rosalind Goforth, missionary 
in China since 1888, gives a positive and comforting 
answer to this question in the testimony of one life- 
time. It may be had from The Sunday School Times 
be 103r Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at $1.25; 
postpaid. 
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ER 14. THE RAISING OF LAZARUS 
International Uniform Lesson.—John IH : 1-44 
Golden Text. —I am the resurrection, and the life.—John 11: 25 r 
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The Lesson Applied 


By W. Irving Carroll, D.D. 
° - 


First 

Two different emotions of Christ in contrast! 

First—INDIGNATION IN SPIRIT. In the pres- 
ence of death and the grave. “SIN entered into the 
world and DEATH “by sin”; and its work STIRS his 
spirit in holy indignation. (Though about to undo it.) 

John 11:33, 38, R. V., margin, “Was MOVED 
with indignation in_the spirit.” “And troubled him- 
m4 shuddered. Greatly agitated, within and with- 
out 

1 Corinthians 15:26, “The last ENEMY that shall 
be destroyed is DEATH.” 

Second—TENDER sympathy. With 
ones at the time of death’s bereayement. 

John 11: 33-35, “Saw her weeping, and the Jews 
weeping.” “Jesus wept.” Hebrews 4:15, “TOUCHED 
with the feeling.” 1 Thessalonians 4: 13-18, “Sorrow 
not”? No! But “as others which have no hope.” 

Romans 12: 15, “Weep with them that weep.” 


Second 

Two things for US, as Christ shall make alive men 
“dead in trespasses and sins.” John 5:24, 25. 

First—Our responsibility. BEFORE. 

John 11:39, “Take ye away the STONE.” Is it 
our inconsistent life? Or our dumb silence, that re- 
fuses to transmit his voice? Or what? 

Second.—Our responsibility AFTER. 

John 11:44; “LOOSE him.” Getting the grave- 
clothes off the new convert; his “hands” to do God’s 
work, his “feet” to walk in God’s way, his “face” that 
his mouth might speak God’s testimony. 

Third 

The MIGHTY. miracle. WHO can this be but very 
God of. very God? Yet at this same time this same 
One “wept.” Shed tears. Very man of very man. 

John 11:39, “Dead four days” and in the grave. 
“By this time.” .. . John 11: 43, “Lazarus, come forth.” 
“And he that was DEAD came forth.” A corpse four 
days dead is made ALIVE. (Ryle.) 


John 11: 25-27, “I am the resurrection, and the life.” 


sorrowing 


’ 1 Corinthians 15: 51-57; Revelation 20: 6. 


John 11:35, “Wept.” 
MarsHALL, TEx. 


At once both God and man! 
ie 


The Message of the Lesson 
By w. W. Rugh 
I. The Scripture To Be Read 


HIS precious Gospel of John reveals Christ as 
the “I am,” for it tells us who “I am” is. “I 

am the bread of life,” “I am the light of the 
world.” And now in this chapter, he_would tell us by 
his words and works, “I am the resurrection, and the 
life.” In order that his testimony might be complete 
as to who he is, Jesus remained away from the home 
of Lazarus, Martha, and Mary until Lazarus was dead, 
though he had heard and knew of his sickness. He 
said to his disciples that he was glad for their sakes 
that he was not there, to the intent that they might 
believe. Mary and Martha said, “Lord, if thou hadst 
been here, my brother had not died,’ for they had 
witnessed such wonderful manifestations of his heal- 
ing power. Now he was to lead them into a fuller 
knowledge of himself than just to know that he could 
give health to a sick body. He purposed to raise Laz- 
arus even though he had been dead four days. The 
thing that caused our Lord to weep was not only his 
deep sympathy with the bereaved ones, but the anguish 
of heart because of their unbelief before he raised 
Lazarus (v. 40).' 


Why ‘is it that the Lord stays away, or does not 
seem to manifest his presence to our hearts when we 
are in places of sore trial? He seems not to notice 
nor to offer any help until we find that we can do ab- 
solutely nothing of ourselves. Does he stay away un- 
til the flesh is dead, in order that he may manifest his 
resurrection life and power through the fulness of his 
Spirit? Would his purpose to reveal the fulness of 
his abundant resurrection life and power be frustrated 
if he came to help us when we began to come into 
the place of testing? What gracious ways he has in 
helping us to know him! Did we have our own wav, 
did he answer our prayers as we might wish, we would 
not be permitted to come into places of suffering, test- 
ing, and trial. We would have the mighty help our 
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Devotional Reading ; Psalm 9: : 1-7. 
Primary Topic: Jesus Comforts a Family in Trouble. 
Lesson Material: john 11 : 1-44. 
Memory Verse :. Behold how he loved him !--John 11: 36. 
Junior Topic: Lazarus Raised from the Dead. 
Lesson Material; John 11 : 1-44. 
Memory Verse: John 11: 25. 
Intermediate and Senior Topic: Christ’s Power Over Death. 
bb tonne People and Adults: Christ the Resurrection and 
e e ; 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
verses 31-44 


31 The Jews then wae’ were with her in the house, and 
were consoling her, when they saw Mary, that she rose 
up quickly and went out, followed her, supposing that she 
was going unto the tomb to 1 weep there. 32 Mary there- 
fore, when she came where Jesus was, and saw him, fell 
down at his feet, saying unto him, Lord, if thou hadst 
been here, my brother had not died. 33 When Jesus there- 
fore saw her * weeping, and the Jews also * weeping who 
came with her, he * groaned in the spirit, and “was troubled, 
34 and said, Where have ye laid him? They say unto him, 
Lord, come and see. 35 Jesus wept. 36 The Jews there- 
fore said, Behold how he loved him! 37 But some of them 
said, Could not this man, who opened the eye. of him 
that was blind, have caused that this man also should not 
die? 38 Jesus therefore again * groaning in himself com- 
eth to the tomb. 
® against it. 39 Jesus saith, Take ye away the stone. Mar- 
tha, the sister of him that was dead, saith unto him, Lord, 
by this time 7the body decayeth; for he hath begn dead 
four days. 40 Jesus saith unto her, Said I not unto thee, 
that, if thou believedst, thou shouldest see the glory of 
God? 41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted 
up his eyes, and said, Father, I thank thee that thou 
heardest me. 42 And I knew that thou hearest me always: 
but because of the multitude that standeth around I said 
it, that they may believe that thou didst send me. 43 And 
when he had thus spoken, he cried with a loud voice, 
Lazarus, come forth. 44 He that was dead came forth, 
bound hand and foot with * grave-clothes; and his face was 
bound about with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them, Loose 
him, and let him go. 

1Gr. wail. 2Gr. wailing. *Or, was moved with indig- 
nation in the spirit *Gr. troubled himself. ©Or, being 
moved with indignation in himself ¢Or, upon 7Gr. he 
stinketh. ® Or, grave-bands 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








hearts needed the moment a test might be apparent. 
Then we would not see the glory of the Lord, we would 
easily become vain and puffed up as if we were better 
than other. folks, and had special. favor shown us from 
the Lord, seeing that we do not need to have such 
trials as others have. It was not a lack of love for 
Lazarus or for Martha and Mary that detained our 
Lord. It was the desire to reveal the fulness of his 
grace to them as never before, that delayed his coming 
during the illness of Lazarus. Is his help delayed in 
time of trial until we give up hope of doing anything 
to overcome? Our Lord knows all about it, and only 
permits this that when the flesh is dead, he may more 
fully reveal the power that is alone in him as risen 
and glorified, and ever living for us (Phil. 3:10; Heb. 
7:25; 9:24). God works for those who wait for 
him (Isa. 64:4, R. V.). 


ll. The Graded Topics 


1. Intermediate and Senior: Christ’s Power over 
Death. By faith Christ arose triumphant over death. 
He believed the promise of God in Psalm 16: 10. More 
than that,—it was impossible for death to hold him, 
because of the wonderful things that were promised 
in the Old Testament, to be fulfilled by him in the 
coming age when he shall rule on the throne of Da- 
vid in Jerusalem over the people of Israel and the 
spared remnant of Gentiles (Luke 1: 32, 33; Zech. 
14:9; Acts 15:15-17).. If all of God’s Word is to 
be fulfilled, it was absolutely necessary that Christ arise 
from the dead (Acts 2:24; Matt. 24:35). More than 
that, Christ had power to lay down his life and to take 
it again. This commandment he received from his 
Father (John 10:17, 18). The. Christian who knows 
the power of Christ in his life will find bis over 
the world, and the flesh, and the Devil. Safa: has 
the power of death, but for us he has been brought 
to naught (Heb. 2:14). As to the world, we have 
been crucified with Christ unto the world, and it has 
no claim upon us (Gal. 6:14). As to the flesh, we 
were crucified with Christ (Rom. 6:6; 8:13). There 
is therefore power in him to make us dead unto these 
things, and make them dead unto us, in order that we 
might be alive unto God (Rom. 6:11). 

2. Young People and Adults: Christ the Resurrec- 
tion and the Life. As believers we have been crucified 
together with Christ, buried together with him, quick- 
ened together with him, raised together with him, and 
made to sit together with him in heavenly places (Rom. 
6:4, 6; Eph. 2:5, 6). Here we are sufferers together 
with him, and when he comes we will be glorified to- 


Now it was a cave, and a stone lay - 


gether with him (Rom. 8:17). Every believer who is 
in him who is united by faith to the risen and glorified 
Head of the new race, of which we are members, is 
not only sure of knowing the resurrection of the body 
at the coming of Christ, if they have died, but if they 
are living, they are sure of being translated, changed 
in a moment (1 Thess. 4: 13-18; 1 Co¥. 15: 51-58). 
Even now in these mortal bodies we may know the 
power of his resurrection life to quicken, sustain, and 
empower for service. All this is ours by the conscious 
presence and help of the Holy Spirit. 


All that our Lord asks of us in order that we might 
know the enjoyment of what he is and has for us, is 
to give him a chance by yielding to him. Into every 
member of the body of Christ the Spirit will pour 
the fulness of the abundant Jife that is in the Head 
(Eph. 1:22, 23). The Holy Spirit, the Spirit of the 
risen Christ, has brought to us all that Christ is and 
has, and- has told us in the written Word. As we 
study and meditate upon the Word of God, the Spirit 
not only shows us Christ and the things of Christ, but 
he reveals Christ in his fulness a living, blessed per- 
son who dwells within our hearts (Eph. 3:17). 

Ill. The Golden Text i : 

“I am the resurrection, and the life. (John 11:25). 

_When_Moses inquired who it was that was sending 
him to Egypt to bring up Israel into the promised land, 
Jehovah answered, “I am” hath sent you. This was 
the Lord’s way of saying to Moses that he was every- 
thing to Moses that he would need, and so _he is to 
every believer. When he says to us, “I am the resur- 
rection,” he reveals to us that he is the One living in 
us by faith, a new life, a life that is the life of the 
One who died indeed unto™sin, and now lives unto 
God. The self-life in us is alive unto sin, the things 
which we inherited from Adam the First. As we en- 
joy Christ as the resurrection we will not be occupied 
with the first Adam, but with the last Adam, and it 
will be Christ, and not “I” who will be seen (Gal. 
2:20). 

IV. Devotional Reading 

Psalm 91:1-7. 


This portion of God’s Word tells us of the life in 
the secret place, under the shadow of the Almighty. 
It is a place of refuge where we are hidden from the 
snare of the fowler, from the noisome pestilence. 
Here we are covered by his feathers, hidden under his 
wings. Perhaps from this our Lord took the figure 
when he said, “As a hen gathereth her own brood un- 
der her wings.” Not only do his feathers and wings 
protect, but keep warm. So in the secret place of the 
Most High our hearts are warm with the revelation 
of his love, and we are protected from the evil in the 
world. We are in the world, but not of it. Under his 
wings we are not afraid for the terror by night, nor 
for the arrow that flieth by day, because his truth is 
a shield and buckler. Satan would make us afraid 
when we walk in the dark; that is, when we are not 
sure of God’s will. He would make us believe that 
the Lord has forsaken us sometimes (Heb. 13:5). 
The arrows that fly by day are the fiery darts of the 
evil one. The subtle, wiley suggestions of the enemy, 
the things that we may think are right because we 
can see no harm in them (Eph. 6: 10-18; Prov. 16: 25). 

PHILADELPHIA. 


Getting Started in Class 
By Howard A. Banks 


Sous day our Lord will .ay to all his followers 
who are in their graves what he said to the dead 
Lazarus, “Come forth.” 

“Four. men were once climbing the slippery and 
perilous side of the Matterhorn,” says Dr. _ in 
his new book, “The Christ of the Bible.” First came 
a guide and then a tourist.ani then a second guide 
and then a second tourist, all roped together. The 
tourist in the rear lost his footing and slipped over 
the side of the mountain. The sudden pull on the 
rope carried the lower guide with him, and he in turn 
carried the other tourist with him. Three men are 
now dangling over that dizzy cliff. But the guide 
who was in the lead, when he felt the first pull upon 
the rope, drove his pike into the ice, braced his feet 
and held fast. There they hang, three men dangling 
over that awful abyss and yet three men perfectly 
safe because tied to the man that stood fast. he first 
tourist regained his place upon the path, the guide re- 
gained his place and then the tourist in the rear re- 
gained his, and on and on, and up and up, they went 
in safety to the summit of the mountain. 

“Just so the human race was ascending the icy cliffs 
of life. The first Adam lost his footing and was swept 
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over the abyss, he pulled the next after him, and he 
the next and the next, and so on until the whole hu- 
man race hangs over the frightful abyss. But the Sec- 
ond Adam, the Man in the glory, stands fast, and all 
who are united to him by a living faith, even though 
dangling over the awful precipice, are safe, because 
tied to the Man in glory.” 
PHILADELPHIA. o 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and 
searching character. They are written by more than 
half a dozen members of The Sunday School Times 
staff, — Dean ps W. Rugh, Dr. Howard A, Banks, Dr. 
W. Irving Cafroll, Professor Charles Calvert Ellis, Mrs. 
S. H. Askew, Wade C. Smith, and the Associate Editor 
of the Times, John W. Lane, Jr. Have you tried as- 
signing some of the questions to different members of 
your class, and letting them see whether they can dis- 
cover the answers ag given in the following issue? 


OW many times, in the Géspel narratives, is Jesus’ 
love for this family at Bethany mentioned? In how 
many ways had they proved their love for him? 


2. Why was the Bethany home the favorite resting place 
of our Lord? ee 


3. Why did not Jesus go at once to save Lazarus from 
dying? 


4. What better thing did Jesus give to these sisters by de- 
laying his coming, than he could have given them had he 
come at once? 


s. How does the New Testament characterize the death 
of the child of God? 


6. Why did Thomas say in verse 16, “Let us also go, that 
we may die with him”? 


y. Where is Bethany situated? 


8. What other miraculous event in the life of our Lord 
is associated with Bethany? 


9. Name the seven great “I am” statements of the Lord 
in John, such as “I am the bread of life,” and give the 
references. 


10. What shows that Martha had a tremendous realiza- 
tion of the most vital spiritual truth? 


11. Why did Jesus groan iw the face of the fact that he 
was about to end the cause of the sisters’ mourning? 


12, Why did Jesus weep? 


13. How many times is it said that Christ wept, or shed 
tears? 


14. What place did Mary usually take in the presence 
of the Lord? 


15. What was implied in Martha's caution that Lazarus 
had been dead four days? 


16. What do the grave clothes of Lazarus suggest? 


a7. Why did the Lord tell those at the grave of Lazarus 
to loose him and let him > go? 


18 What illustration can you draw from Lazarus of the 
three types of man set forth in 1 Corinthians 2:14 and 1 
Corinthians 3:1? 


19. What record have we of Lazarus after he had been 
raised from the dead? 


20. What was the supreme object of the resurrection of 
Lazarus? 


21. What instances do the Gospels relate of Jesus resur- 
recting the dead? Were they different in any respect? 


22. What difference is there between the death and res- 
urrection of Lazarus and that of Jesus? 


23. What was. the double effect of the miracle of Lazarus’ 
resurrection upon the Jews? 


24. What were the immediate results of this miracle? 


25. In a word, what is the principal truth taught in this 
lesson? 


26. What is the deeper significance? 
27. What death should we really fear? 


28. How many names for Jesus do you find in this elev- 
enth chapter of John? 


29. What other names are given to Jesus in this same 
Gospel? 


Answers to Last Week's Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are now given on one of the later pages of this Les- 
son Department. - 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, B.D., Ph.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 








Tue PrinciPLe oF CoMPaRIsON.—Train pupils 
to make comparisons and thus detect stgnifi- 
cant likenesses and differences. 











T WILL be well to note that this familiar and oft- 
used principle embodies an emphasis upon the pupil’s 
rt in the process that may be overlooked, and that, as 

is always the case, good teaching recognizes the un- 
wisdom of doing for a pupil that which he can do for 
himself. It is always to be borne in mind that “This 
Week’s Teaching Principle” is not aiming to present 
something that may be passed on to the class, so much 
as to make suggestion of principle that may be used in 
the teaching and to indicate how it may be done. Rec- 
ognizing, therefore, afresh, the pupil part of our proc- 
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ess, let us draw from the class se ogg of com- 
parisons that may be considered. Thus we shall be 
utilizing not only their knowledge of the present _les- 
son, but in a measure testing their knowledge of the 
cases which are brought for comparison, 

Their knowledge of the Word will doubtless lead 
them to suggest not only the other ‘cases in which Jesus 
raised the dead (and it will be well for them to know 
how many there wee but other cases of resurrec- 
tion recorded in the New Testament as well as cases 
-in the Old Testament. Of course their suggestions 
are not likely to overlook the resurrection of our Lord, 
and may even reach on to the promised resurrection 
of the Saints, Certainly there will be much of profit 
in calling attention to the differences as to length of 
time in which life had beer extinct in the cases of res- 
urrection by Jesus, and in noting the very significant 
difference between all of these and both the death and 
resurrection of Jesus. He died voluntarily, and he did 
not return to death as Lazarus undoubtedly did. He 
was the firstfruits of resurrection in such a sense as 
Lazarus could not be, even though the subject of this 
remarkable miracle, and in a sense in which the very 
first person ever raised from the dead could not be, 
and this is most important to note even as we recog- 
nize the divine power present in the raising of Lazarus. 

Huntinopon, Pa, 


From My Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 


ORD, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick (v. 3). 

I like to translate asthenei, “weakening,” as “Lord, 

he whom thou lovest is sinking.” The word for 

“lovest” here used is phileo, which is more intense and 

unrestrained than agapao, (The distinction is brought 

out, as is well known, in the immortal dialogue be- 

tween our Lord and Peter in the twenty-first chapter 

of John.) In verse 5, where Jesus’ love to Martha 

and her sister is mentioned, the more formal and re- 
strained word agapao is used. 

Lord, if he sleep he shall do well (v.12). Sothesetai 
means he will be saved,—that is. he will recover. 
The disciples thought that our Lord was announcing 
. favorable turn in the sickness, as when sleep follows 

ever. 

And his face was bound about with a napkin (v. 
44). The word used for face is opsin, countenance, 
literally eyesight as the center and sun of the counte- 
nance. The next time the word is used is in Revela- 
tion 1:16, “His countenance, he opsis autou, was as 
the sun shineth in his strength.” What a commentary 
on Paul’s words, “It is sown in dishonor; it is raised 
in glory. It is sown in weakness; it is raised in 
power.” “Could not this man which opened the eyes 
of the blind...” said some of them. Jesus answered by 
giving eyesight to the dead. 

I believe that thou art the Christ . . . which should 
come into the world (v. 27). The Greek title is ho 
erchomenos, the coming one. Martha was _ therefore 
one more witness to the widespread expectation of the 
Jewish people which Simeon, Anna, and the impris- 
oned John the Baptist ex Christ’s title is still 
ho erchomenos, the Coming One, but with the addi- 
tional title now of pantokrator, the Almighty. Revela- 
tion 1:8, “Who is, and was, and is to come, the Al- 
mighty.” 

New Hampton, N. H. 
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Prophecy in This Lesson 
By Lewis Sperry Chafer 


HERE is an important distinction to be noted be- 

tween the resurrection of Lazarus, other resurrec- 
tions recorded in the Scriptures, and the resurrection 
of Chrést. Lazarus, and others like him, was resur- 
rected to the present human state wherein he was 
again subject to death; Christ was raised to the 
heavenly sphere and to an endless life. It is there- 
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fore important to remember that the resurrection of 
Christ, and not the other resurrections recorded in the 
Scriptures, is the ic pattern of the bodily res- 
urrection of the believer. 
It was while pov magye the tomb of Lazarus that 
Christ gave to Martha the most important teaching 
—— the resurrection of the believer (John 11: 
25-27). In this passage, Christ has distinguished be- 
tween the resurrection of those among the saved who 
have died, and the deathless translation of those 
among the saved who do not die but are alive and_re- 
main unto the coming of the Lord (John 11: 25, 26). 
One class mentioned is of those who believe, who, 
though they die, yet shall live; while the other class 
is of those who believe and are living; these shall 
Oe Ate tae explained, in 1 Corinthians 15, th 
ter having , int 15, the 
resurrection of the believers and the Christ-like body 


with which they come, the aqoue goes on to state - 


an exception to this order: “Behold, I shew you a 
mystery; We shall not all sleep.” But the living be- 
liever must put on immortality as_the resurrected be- 
liever has put on incorruption. He is therefore said 
to be “changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an 
eye” (1 Cor. 15:51, 52). . 
Christ predicted the resurrection of Lazarus, —-“Thy 
brother shall rise again” (John 11:23), and as cer- 
tainly will the greater prophecies of the bodily resur- 
rection of the Christians who die and the “changing” 
of those who are living be fulfilled. 
_ Dattas, Tex. 


€ 
The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


A Christian.—Lord, if thow hadst been here, my 
brother had not died (v. 32). And she was everlast- 
ingly right. There could be no death where Jesus 
was. Nor anything that headed for death, such as 
sickness and hunger. When he met a funeral proces- 
sion he spoiled the funeral. Ask that widow of Nain. 
He was life and abundant life (John 10:10). Jesus 
has not changed in twenty centuries. We say of a 
man “he is a live wire” or “he is no dead one.” We 
mean he is in toch with all that surrounds him, .When 
Christ comes into a that soul is “on life” as the 
old English used to say:. The Christ one is interested 
in every good thing, especially in the town or country- 
side and in all the neighbors. He goes to the county 
fair to admire the glorious fruits and the fine live 
stock. He goes to the art galleries te be ey ye by 
the noble pictures and marbles and bronzes. e€ goes 
to hear the great symphonies and oratorios. He loves 
to sit.under the great teachers and be thrilled by their 
eloquence. He visits the halls of legislation and sees 
and hears those into whose harids are’ placed the des- 
tinies of the land he loves. He attends trade con- 
ventions and comes in contact with the captains of in- 
dustry, — the men who do things, the men who make 
two blades of grass grow where only one grew before. 
He accepts office and responsibility in his little world 
and does e ng he can to~ e his community a 
better one. No indeed, the Christ soul is no “dead 
one,” but just such a “live wire” as has been -roughly 
sketched. Here is the question, whether you are nine- 
teen or ninety: you belong? Or are you just 
awaiting the undertaker? 


Would You Have Done It?—Behold how he loved 
him! (v. 36.) Here is the point of this lesson: While 
Jesus certainly did love this Bethany family in whose 
home circle he made his stay when he came to town, 
yet he loves your family just as much and will come 
and stop with you if you have a place at your table 
and a spare room ready for him (Rev. 3:20; John 4: 
23). Jesus never has played favorites. “God so loved 
the world,” and not just certain families. Very _natu- 
rally we all love our Uncle Billys and Aunt Sallies 
and Bud’s folks and Polly’s bunch above everybody 
else. But not so Heaven. As I got on this train a 
few minutes ago there was ahead of me, in the crowd 
at the car step a young colored mother with a baby 
in arms and a little two-year-old toddling at her skirt. 
I picked up the y er and said, “Go right ahead, 
mother, I’ve got the boy.” “The people who filled the 


car all grinned as they saw a big. six-footer coming- 


in the aisle with a black baby in his arms—and he 
was black, too. It was an approving grin, however. 
When the conductor came along to punch my trip ticket 
he joked me, “Didn’t see any resemblance,” he said. 
Jesus loves that little two-year-old pickaninny sitting 
with his mother up there where I placed him when I 
fixed the little family in seats, just as much as he loves 
our little four-year-old Bill and weyers Graham, 
the two joys of the Ridgways which I kissed good-bye 
at our gate when I came to the train. So why should 
I not take the clean and sweet and cute little colored 
boy in_my arms, and see that he and his mother and 
the baby got settled on the train nicely? The Book 
says something about Jesus taking them in his arms. 
It also says something about “workers together with 
him.” I want no more satisfactory job than to be a 
mother’s helper, regardless of color or nationality. 
For Jesus himself loves all and died for all. 


The Diamond and Ruby.—Father, I thank thee that 
thou heardest me (v. 41). This expression of Jesus 
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Lesson for December 14 
John 11 : 1-44 


has always arrested me every time I have 
read the familiar passage. There is some- 
ee es nice and sweet and gentle about 
it. ivinity. thanking the Divine. This 
is always. what perfect love does. How 
many of you fellows just take the things 
good old Dad does for you because you 
are his beloved son, simply as a matter 
of course? How many of. you carry con- 
tinually and habitually the “Father, I 
thank thee” attitude? How many of you 
who. carry it, express it in words? Oh, 
yes, the girls (some girls) come to Dad, 
put their arms around his neck, and say 
with a shower of kisses, “Dad, you are 
a dear.” Some folks just cry, “Much 
obliged, Pop!” and let it.go at that. Many 
a-Dad has skimped and saved and done 
without “to get the folks a Lizzie,” and 
the folks have been “sore”. because - it 
was not a “Six.” ‘Indeed, I have ‘heard 
this called “Six Cylinder Love.” Real 
thankfulness are the diamond and ruby 
mon article. In fact friendship and 
thankfulness are the diamond and ruby 
of life. You do not find them in every 
old granite quarry like you do garnets 

amethysts.. You may remember this 
same Jesus himself cried. one day, “But 
where are the nine?” This is probably 
Saturday night with most readers, For 
six consecutive days God has handed 
pretty berg? all of you three square 
meals and clothes and l, plus a 
lot of other good things: He will likely 
do the same next week, Honest now, 
have you even. once really. and truly 
thanked him? you even have grace 
at those ‘three square meals you are al- 
ways so ready for? Well, find this ref- 
erence, Philippians 4: 6, also Luke 17: 17. 

CoaTEsvILie, Pa. 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustra- 

tions for this department; one dollar is 

paid for each illustration accepted, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything 
without first. securing and reading carefully 
a tleaflet explaining the conditions of this 
department. The full list of the lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent f8r 
ten .cents. in stamps. Failure to note the 
conditions means that good illustrations are 
constantly having to be rejected by the edi- 
tors, which might otherwise be available 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 


Times three full months in advance of the 
date of the lesson. 

Preference will be | ang illustrations on 
that portion of the text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 
Golden Cect ase essestly” deemed wees 

“are 6 
some on the Golden Text are also needed. 
_ “God Has Explained.”—This sickness 
is ..» for the glory of God (v. 4). 
“Rain, : rain, ,* 
Beating against the pane, 
How endlessly it pours, 
Out of doors, 
From the blackened sky, 
=a I wonder why? 
“Flowers, flowers, 
Upspringing after showers, 
Blossoming fresh and fair, 
Everywhere. 
Ah, God has explained 
Why it rained.” 


—By Henry W. Frost. Sent by M. Tay- 
lor, Winnipeg, Can. 


“He is with Me.”—I go, that I may 
awake him out of sleep (v. 11). y. 
was taken by his father, a political leader, 
to a great meeting which the latter was 
to address. The hall was packed, and 
they had much difficulty in nearing the 
private entrance. Then an official stop- 
ped the‘ lad, saying, “You can’t come in 
here.” But the father turned and said, 
“It is all right; he is with me,” and the 
objector was silenced. at the res- 
urrection Jesus Christ says, “He is with 
me,” all the forces of hell cannot pre- 
vent our rising and entrance into glory.-- 
From the Christian. Sent by the Rev. 
W. Haslam, Blackburn, Lancashire, Eng. 
Prize illustration. 

The Love that Counts.—Behold how 
he loved him! (v. 36.) A faithful preacher 
was lying dangerously ill, and the mem- 
bers of his church were praying earnestly 
at his bedside that the Lord would pre- 
serve him to them. In doing so, they 
made mention of his tender watchfulness 
in feeding the lambs of the flock, making 
usé of the expression: “Lord, thou. know- 
est how he loves thee.” At this the sick 
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man turned to them and said, “Ah, chil- 
dren, do not pray thus! When Mary and 
Martha sent to Jesus, their message was 
net: ‘Lord, who ‘loveth thee,’ but, 
‘Lord, he whom thou lovest-is sick.’ It is 


not my imperfect love to him which com- 
forts me, but fis perfect love for me.”— 


Selected. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Nor- 
bury, London, Eng. ‘ 


Another Lazarus.—He that was dead 
came forth (v. 44).. The Rev. Samuel 
Chadwick once prayed: “Lord, send us a 
Lazarus,— a man so long dead and buried 
in sin that he has begun to stink. Save 
the worst man in town.” Soon after the 
local. desperado, so reckless that once 
with his hands tied behind his back and 
nothing but his teeth for a weapon, he 
fought .a bulldog, came to the meeting. 
He kept coming and was saved. Next 
day in preparing a‘blast for the quar 
where he worked he crushed ‘One of his 
fingers, Out came a great oath. As 
his fellow-laborers expressed sympathy 
he said, “Nay, I have a bigger wound 
than that”; and before he would allow 
his. finger to be bound, he knelt down in 
prayer and asked forgiveness. Has “Laz- 
arus” raised from the dead in your 
church or Sunday-school?—From an edt- 
torial in The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by M. Taylor, Winnipeg, Can. : 


Christ’s Funeral Sermons.—J am the 
resurrection, and the life (Golden Text). 
A good many years ago, when I was a 
young man, I used to spend the summer 
in Chicago, and when the ministers were 
gone away, they used to send me to at- 
tend funerals. One day I was called sud- 
denly to attend a funeral. There were to 
be a great many non-Christian business 
men there. I said, “This is my oppor- 
tunity. I will give them a Christian ser- 
mon.” [ tried to find one of Christ’s 
funeral sermons, and I found that he 
broke up every funeral he attended. The 
dead couldn’t stay dead where he was.— 
From the Christian Herald. Sent by Mrs. 
M. Watts, Norbury, London, Eng. 


The Heathen Mother’s Amazement.— 
I am the resurrection and the life (Golden 
Text). A missionary said she did her 
best teaching when she dressed the dear 
little body. of the baby that had left her, 

utting on its prettiest frock, brushing 
back its flossy hair, laying a rosebud in 
its waxen fingers, and then calling in the 
heathen women to look at it. They sob- 
bed out in their astonishment, “You've 





fixed your baby up to go to a lovely place, 


and you expect to see her again, When 
ours die we throw their poor little’ bodies 
out for the dogs to eat. They have gone 
into dagkness and we have no hope of 
ever seeing them again. We want to 
know about your Jesus who has your 
baby, and who will take care of her, and 
let you have her again when you die.”— 
From “The Lure of Korea,’ by Jennie 
Fowler Willing. Sent by the Rev. J. A. 
Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


From the Platform 
"By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
thou art the resurrection and the life, we 
thank thee for the assurance ‘that thou dost 
give us of the life that is to come. We 
thank thee, too, that thou hast provided 
for a living earthly walk with thyself in 
which the death-claims of sin shall not have 
dominion over us. Out from the bondage of 
spiritual death thou hast called many. of 
us to life that is life indeed. How may we 
thank thee for this, even with lives laid 
down for thee! Forgive our wavering doubts. 
Forgive us for living as though the world 
about us were the end of the story. Quicken 
us, we pray thee, into fellowship with thy- 
self in the new life which thou dost give, and 
may we look forward with the joy of the 
redeemed to the fellowship of those who are 
praising God around the throne of glory. 
We ask this in thy dear name. Amen. — 

_ After the Lesson.—Have you ever es- 
cially noticed the Hfeless look in the 
aces of many “whom you meet on the 

street? How worn and tired, how hope- 

less and empty is the expression of many 

a face in the crowd! hey are almost 

like dead faces, with the life gone out 

of them. But in the sams crowd you 
will notice faces that have light in them, 

—a real light. shining from a joyous and 

thankful spirit within. Folks say that in 

China you can nearly always pick’ out the 

Christians in a group of Chinese, just 

by the light in their faces. You and I 

may not see any one actually raised from 

physical death into life again until the 
resurrection day, but we ought not to 
forget that all the while around us there 
are those who are called out of the aw- 
ful death of sin by the loving voice of 
the Lord Jesus, and that faces in which 
there once was no light are changed until 
they are like a reflection of heaven. Is 
any one in this school to-day deadened 
into discouragement and deep distress of 
mind because of bondage to sin? Oh, 
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will you not listen to the voice of the 
Lord this very day? And is it not glori- 
ous to. look forward to the time when we 
shalt be raised with him to be in heavenly 
places? Let us very humbly and quietly 
ask the Lord to move among us to-day 
so that our .hearts may be touched with 
a sense of our need, and so that all among 
us may hear his voice. Let us pray. 





ECEIVES 
HE Restores ME 
AISES 

_ PRAISE HIM! 











. 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“All hail the power of Jesus’. name.” 
“He lifted me.” 

“Come ye disconsolate.” ‘ 

“If you want to be happy, take Jesus.” 
“The touch of his hand.” 

“Count your blessings.” 

“We're marching to Zion.” 

“Help somebody to-day.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) , 

“Life’s Ransom Price” (112 : 1-3). 
Psalm 49: 5-10, 14, 15- 
*Under His Wings” (182 : 1, 4). 


“The Path of Life” (24 : 2-4). 
Psalm 16 : g-tr. 
“Tl Am Waiting” (264:1-3). Psalm 130 : 1-8. 
“Perfect Peace” (228 : 1-3). 
Psalm 116: 1-8, 12-15; Isa. 26 : 3 
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Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Death. 

Discussion: Get the fellows to express 
their views on death. Lead them into a 
comparison of bodily death with spir- 
itual death—also physical, with spir- 
itual life. Develop what is involved in 
both. ‘Compare again. Bring them to 
see the transcendent importance of eter- 
nal values. 

Objective: Life, through Jesus Christ. 











AY, fellows, one of the glorious 

things about the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ is that it takes fhe terror out 
of death. It revolutionizes life by revo- 
lutionizing death. Because it deprives 
the grave of its victory and takes away 
the sting of death, the Gospel has enabled 
millions to bravely face all of life’s great 
issues and come forth triumphant. One 
of the great, spectacular things of our 
Lord’s ministry was his combat with 
this, mankind’s mortal foe, and his de- 
cisive and amazing victory over it-— 
death in all its forms and terrors. His 
crowning triumph was when death 
claimed his own and was van- 
quished in the Resurrection from Joseph 
of Aramathea’s tomb. 

So, fellows, if you and I have accepted 
Jesus Christ as our Saviour, let’s not 
be afraid to look death in the’ face and 
calmly defy him, for our Lord has whip- 
ped him to a frazzle and put him for- 
ever to flight. Even the disciples looked 
on with astonishment when Jesus began 
to. show them his miraculous power — 
first, over inanimate things, as the turn- 
ing of water into wine (John 2: 1-12); 
then, over the fish in the sea as by his 
divine will he drove a school of them 
into the fishermen’s net (Luke 5: 1-11); . 
then, over the dying human body, as 
he cleansed the leper (Mark 1: 40-45); 
and healed ’a paralytic (Mark 2: 1-12); 
and cured a woman of a twelve years’ 
sickness (Mark 5: 25-34). Then, death. 

First, in its presence, just arrived, hav- 
ing claimed Jairus’ little daughter. “Dam- 
sel, . . . arise,” commanded our Lord, and 
death released his grasp, and the little 
girl got up and ate, to the astonishment 
of everybody (Mark 5: 35-43). Still, 
more wonderful, if possible, Jesus brings 
back to life the widow’s son, being car- 
ried in a coffin to the grave (Luke 7: 11 
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17); and now, most marvelous of all, 
in the acceunt which we study hes. 
our Lord, by the word ofhis power; call 
forth from the tomb a man who had lain 
buried there four days and whose body 
was decaying in death — brings him step- 
ping from the grave, though bound in 
his grave-clothes, to be again.a normal 
man, a brother to his sisters and a neigh- 
bor to his friends. 

So much for the death of the body. 
But, fellows, our Lord showed his power 
over the death of the body only to help 
us understand that he has the same 
power over a far more important death — 
the death of the soul, which is an eter- 
nal death. When our bodies die, it 1s 
soon over; but the soul’s death, — the 
conscious, suffering spirit of uS, 1s an 
eternal death. We are used to thinking 
of the body’s dying as a sad and pitiful 
spectacle, but the end comes quickly. 
What must it be to continue the agony 
of dying throughout eternity! It need 
not be. Jesus said, “I am come that they 
might have life” (John 10: 10) ; “For the 
wages of sin is death; but the gift of 
God is eternal life through Jesus Christ 
our “Lord” (Rom. 6: 23). hen Jesus 
conquered death, he made it possible for 
you and me to have a buoyant, joyous, 
eternal life, instead of the interminable 
suffering of an eternal death. It is yours 
and mine to choose which it shall be, and 
whatever it is to be, can begin now, for 


eternity has already eo . 
And this last word, fellows: don’t be 
deceived by appearances. Spiritual death 
uses’ clever, disguises.: A fellow in all 
the vigor and strength of youth may be 
flying across the field with a ball, mak- 
ing a touch-down midst the deafening 
roar of thousands of his admirers in the 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





The Raising of Lazarés 
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grandstand, yet be himself the house of 
death, because he has not fairly 
frankly faced the . peerless Author of 
| Life, and accepted the gift of thg most 
priceless of all victories, 

Fellows, are you dead or alive? 


Greensporo, N. C. 
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The Teacher 


(From ‘The Dawn’’) 


ORD, who am I to teach the way 
To little children day by day, 
So prone myself to go astray ? 


1 teach them knowledge, but I know 
How faint they flicker and how low 
The candles of my knowledge glow. 


I teach them e;..to will and do, 

But only now to learn anew 

My own great weakness through 
and through. 


I teach them Jove fox all mankind 
And all God’s creatures, but I find 
My lc~-e comes lagging far behind. 


Lord, if their guide I-still must be, 
Oh, let the little children see 
A teacher leaning hard on Thee! 


bd ” 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H: Askew 
How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


* a, “The body of our humiliation” to be 
“fashioned anew,” that it may be like 
“the body of his glory.” 

2. Jesus Christ, our {‘very present help 
in trouble.” 


LS WAS during one of the recent in- 
fluenza epidemics that death claimed a 
certain very lovely girl, the eldest daugh- 
ter in her home, a happy young bride 
with all life before her as rosy as her 
childhood had been sweet. The mother, 
sorrowing not as those who have no hope, 
for she is a faith-filled Christian, stood, 
looking long at the quiet face—only a 
few days before so eager with bright an- 
ticipations — touching once more, so 
gently, the abundant soft brown. curls 
piled above the white brow, turned to 
a friend standing near her in silent sym- 
pathy, saying, “How I have loved to comb 
this beautiful hair, since she was a tiny 
girl! How can I “bear notgever to see 
it again?” : ; 

“Oh, but you will!” said the friend, 
“your Louise shall live again, this very 
same lovely body you have loved and 
cared for, these sweet brown eyes, and 
these thick brown curls.” — 

“Do you think that?” interrupted the 
mother, wonderingly. “Oh, I know I shall 
see my child again— she was a true be- 
liever in Jesus, and we shall all live again 
after the great resurrection, but I never 
have been certain about these old earthl 
bodies — why do you say that so surely? 

How like Martha, at the grave of Laz- 
arus! Full of faith in the Lord, but 
not thinking of all the fulness of bless- 
ing even he could give her! 
friend reminded this Sorrowing mother of 
those plain words in Philippians (3: 20, 
21, American Standard Version), and o 
the old, dearly-familiar body with which 
our Lord himself rose from his grave — 
the same nail-scarred hands and feet, the 
very same voice that his friends knew so 
well— would she not find her Louise’s 
curls when she found her Louise again? 
All glorified, yes, — as his body’ was so 
glorified that it puzzled’ and even fright- 
ened those first believers — but still his, 
in every detail the same they had loved 
so long. 

It was a little thing, but that mother 
says it set her imagination forward in- 
stead of backwards, it gave her trembling 
faith a new “straw” to which to cling 
while the first agony passed, it comes 
back to her over and over, as an assur- 
ance of the power of Jesus Christ over 
the detroying power of death, easing the 
ache in that mother-love that knows no 
cessation. 


2. Was it not so with Martha that day 
when she met Jesus, to whom she was 


’ 





clinging right then as her “very present 


and| at.the big thi 





Then the | 


help in trouble”? 
he could do— would 


Fsome day. do— for her -brether’ arid his 


sorrowing sisters, but that lesser thing of 
bringing . back. to. its. old familiar lhike- 
ness his corrupting physical self. Grief- 
stricken Martha could not lay. hold on 
that! Some of your girls may need this 
“very present help” now, or sooner than 
‘you thinke They can pass it on-to some 
other in such need, and there is not one 
whose faith in Jesus as our all-sufficient 
Saviour is not strengthened by a realiza- 
tion of his power over death. 


Home Study 
How many can you name who were re- 
stored to life by Jesus and his apostles? 
How many in the Old Testament? 
Decatur, GA. 


For Teachers of Children 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


OTE.—Fér two or three Sundays 
preceding Christmas, the spirit of 
giving in young children needs develop- 
ment. The gift of renewed life to Laz- 
arus is the one phase of that story which 
may help-to emphasize this point. As 


| next Sunday’s story about Zaccheus must 


be oinitted because of the substituted 
Christmas lesson, “God’s Gift to the 
World,” or “The Gift of God’s Love,” 
one or two incidents from that story may 
be mentioned to illustrate the giving 
spirit. e , 

Teaching Thought.—Loving and giv- 


_ing belong to Christmas time. 





Introduction—Everybody should _ be 
happy during the Christmas season. Talk 
of the happiness of making gifts, and the 
anticipating of gifts. Some gifts can be 
bought with money, but best of all are 
the love-gifts. Parents like best the gifts 
of loving obedience, kindness, politeness. 

“Little deeds of kindness, 
Little words of love, 

Help to make earth’ happy, 
Like the Heaven above.” 

Gifts of service may mean much more 
than gifts which are bought with money. 
Everybody can make gifts of service. 
Every day in every way “do all the good 
you can.” 

Review.—Jesus had no money to use 
when he lived on earth, but 

“His hands were always helping, 
And his eyes were always kind; 
And he never was too busy 
To heal the sick and blind.” 
The blind man near the temple ex- 
ted money from those, who passed. 
Jesus gave something better, —his sight. 


n return the man gave loving worship to. 


Jesus. 


(Recall incidents of last Sunday’s 
story.) 


To-day’s Lesson Items.—Life is God’s 


wonderful gift to each one of us. Christ- 
mas celebrates the day when the earthly 
life of Jesus began. He spent wis life 
in giving. 

In a Bethany home lived Lazarus, 
Mary, and Martha, friends of Jesus, who 
pave to him a glad welcome whenever 

@ was near enough to be their guest. 
Jesus was away when Lazarus became so 
ill_that he died and was laid to rest. 
When Jesus came, Martha said, What- 
ever you ask of God, God will give to 
you. Jesus first gave words of comfort 
to the sisters. They went to the tomb 
where Jesus gave loving sympathy in his 
tears. Friends said, Behold how he loved 
him. But he had a better gift —a sur- 
prise. He prayed to his Heavenly Father 
to give back to Lazarus the life which 
had left his body. God heard and an- 
swered. When Jesus called, Lazarus, 
come forth, he did so. 

Not long afterward at a feast of re- 
joicing in Bethany, Mary showed her 
gratitude by giving her most precious 
perfume to anoint Jesus. The whole 
house was filled with the sweet odor. 

One time as Jesus started toward Beth- 
any from Jericho Zaccheus tried to see 
him. Zaccheus was rich, but had gained 
most of his riches by collecting too much 
for taxes. Jesus visited his home; re- 
sults —I will give half to the poor; I 
will restore fourfold. 

What shall our boys and girls plan 
to give? 

Peoria, IL. 


Her faith did not baile” 


NOVEMBER: 29, 1924 


Last Week's Questions Answered 
(On the Lesson of December 7) 


1. Simon Peter, Phifip, and Nathanael in 
the first .chapter; Nicodemus in the third 
chapter; the woman of Samaria in the fourth 
chapter. 

2. By the word “sign.” 


3. It concludes with Jesus’ own testimony 
as to who he was, directly in line with 
John’s avowed purpose in writing his book. 
John 9 : 35-38; 20: 30, 31. 

4. Seven, in the body of the book up to 
John 20 : 30, 31; and one more in the epilogue 
or last chapter. : 

5. The water made wine; the nobleman’s 
son healed; impotent man cured; feeding of 
the five thousand; walking on the sea; heal- 
ing .of the man born blind; raising of Laz- 
arus, and.one more, the draught of fishes, 
in the epilogue, being in Christ’s “resurrec- 
tion” ministry. 

6. It is recorded with more detail than 
any other one except the resurrection of 
Jesus himself. It drew more determined 
criticism than almost any other. It an- 
swered several vital questions: (1) The 
cause of such sufferings, (2) whence came 
the power of Jesus, (3) who Jesus really was. 

7. That sin is always the immediate cause 
of sickness. 


8. John 8:12. — 


9. In one case he opened the eyes of the 
blind man, dispelling his darkness and giv- 
ing him. the light by the sight of his eyes. 
In John 8:12, he had just shined the light 
of conviction of sin into the darkened hearts 
of the men. ‘clamoring their accusation 
against the woman. 


to. Christ was “the light of the world” 
until the world put out its Light on Cal- 
vary. The Crucifixion ushered in the night 
of this age of which Paul said “the night 
is far spent, the day is at hand.” + Chris- 
tians are now the light of the world (Matt. 
5:14). 

11, As omnipotent God, he is not confined 
to any one “method of working his fhiracles 
of healing. 

12. He had enough faith to obey his in- 
structions, which proved sufficient. 


13. “He has done for me all that he claims.” 


14. Because they had wilfully closed their 
eyes (Matt. 13:15). Like the brothers of 
Dives, they would not have believed “even 
if one rose from the dead.” 


15. They feared thé Jews. 
16. Psalm 66 : 18. 


17. Because of their persistent belief in 
those days that sickness or deformity was 
always a punishment for sin (cf. v, 2). 


18. Because they loved darkness rather 
than light, and the testimony of this enlight- 
ened man made them .uncomfortable. 


19. Having eyes they see not and having 
ears they hear not, neither do they under- 
stand. 


20. Spiritual blindness, of course, because 
it leads to the second death. The man was 
physically blind and the Pharisees were 
spiritually blind and refused to be healed 
by the man’s logic or Christ’s teachings. 


21. He first spoke of him as a man “called 
Jesus, later as a prophet, later he accepted 
him as the Son of God. 


22. Because he accepted him as God, as he 
truly is, and as he himself here said he was. 

23. Verse 41. 

24. Compare John 15: 22, 24. 

25. Christ not only healed the man of physi- 


cal blindness, but transformed him into a 
believer (vs. 35-38). 


26. He was obedient, courageous, a logical 
reasoner, full of faith. His bravery shines 
out in contrast with his parents’ fear, 


27. Healing of the man with palsy; healing 
the withered hand; casting out a demon from 
dumb man; curing woman infirm for eight- 
een years; curing man with dropsy: 


28. That he thereby claimed equality with 
God; that he.worked on the Sabbath; that 
he was in league with Satan. 


29. The leper whom he touched; blind Bar- 
timeus; the Samaritan leper; the demoniac 
of the tombs; those who saw him cure the 
deaf and dumb man, and the like. 


30. Up to the time of his transfiguration 
he almost uniformly discouraged or even 
forbade it, but after that he laid no such 
restrictions upen those whom he healed — 
why? Was it because before that revela- 
tion of his deity he wanted faith to spring 
from within, to be founded upon individual 
conviction rather than upon rumors of won- 
ders and signs, whereas after that men must 
know who he was, as the disciples now knew, 
and the time was too short for such popu- 





larity to affect the real faith of his fol- 
lowers? 
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Lesson for December 14 
John 11 : 1-44 
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Lesson 63. 








The Whole Bible Lesson Course | 
Issued by the Christian Fundamentals Association 


December 14; Hezekiah’s Good Reign. 2 Kings 18-20 


Golden Text.—God is our re 
help in trou 


‘e and strength, a very present 
o—Psa, 46:1 





——————————— 











Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of ‘Whole Bible Les- 
sons" on the Old Testament, running from _ 
October 7, 1923 to March 29, 1925, and giv- 
ing lesson titles and Scripture references 
only, may be had from The Sunday School 
Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street; Philadel- 
phia, at 3 cents a copy, or $2 a hundred. 
Eighth Period—Divided Kingdom 
Dec. 21.—Manasseh and Josiah 


64. 
65. Déc. 28—Judah’s Downfall and- Cap- 


2 Kings 21-23 


Chyity <deccsceess Cocccievonss 2 Kings 24, 25 


Ninth Period—Captivity 


(Note.—The events connected with The 
Captivity and The Restoration are so in- 
termingled that it is difficult to separate 
them. However, under the period of The 
Captivity would properly come Lessons 
yr and 72 (Book of Esther), Lesson 76 
Lessons 66, 67, and 68 which 
while occurring during. The Captivity, yet 
are the beginning of The Restoration, we 
have included under the Tenth Period.) 


. (Daniel). 


Tenth Period—Restoration 


66. Jan. 4—Two Decrees of Cyrus’ and 
Dariti8 .cpcvccccccscvcccscscees weivels 


69. Jan.-25.—Restoration of Walls of Jerus 
salem ; 
yo. Feb. 1.—Restoration of the Law 


Nehemiah 8-13 


How to Master This Lesson 


By Frank W. Lange 
Registrar of the Evangelical Theological 
: College. of Dallas, Texas 
Introduction 
HE 
courage 


son in both roles (see 19:6 
18); for God cannot 
even in those he loves. 
the Iésson connect 


zra 1-5 
67. Jan. 11.—Confirmation of Decrees. Ezra 6-10 
68, Jan. 18.—Nehemiah’s Call ..»Nehemiah 1-3 


tuk king ebpeke bd eqbebhene Nehemiah 4-7 


het, as God’s spokesman, en- 
Oj faithfulness and rebuked un- 
faithfulness; Isaiah appears in the les- 
and 20: 14- 
arley with = sin 
he incidents of 
with both Israel’s 


The Issue: This is the heart of the 
lesson, for it determined the result. Heze- 
kiah’s reformation (18:4; 2 Chron, 31: 
1) was used against him (18:22) 5 a de- 
vice of the Devil, both then and now 
(see 2 Chron. 29: 3, 20; 30:1, 15, 23; 31: 
1). By making the issue with him- 
self (2 Kings 18: 30, 35; 19: 10-13), As- 
syria paved the way for its downfall (19: 
6, 23, 27, 28, 34, 35). 

The hes $9 : That Assyria’s king had 
blasphemed God is the basis of Heze- 
kiah’s successful plea (19:4, 16, 17-19). 
At first he sought God’s prophet (19: 1- 


God himself, in that temple which he had 
opened (2. Chron. 29: 3), and there 
“spread it before the Lord” (2 Kings 19: 
14). God could not, then or now, resist 
such an appeal. 

The Answer: Each appeal received 
the appropriate answer; to the first it is 
brief and sufficient. (19:6, 7), but leaves 
much_ unexplained; the second. contains 
(1) God’s. answer-to the Assyrian’s 
boasting (19: 10-28), (2) a prophecy 
which reaches to the end (19: 29-31) and 
(3) a detailed assurance (19: 32-34) 
which answered. every. question. 

The Failure : Further disaster (20: 1- 
11) again drove him to God; then pride 
did what disaster had not done. Second 
Chronicles 32: 24-31 (“his heart was 
lifted up,” “humbled himself for the 
| pride of his heart,” “riches and honor,” 
“God left him, to try him”) explains the 

rocess. During the fifteen years granted 

im (2 Kings 20:6) Manasseh was born 
48ST; 22); 

Other Scripture 

In connection with 2 Kings 18: 22 study 
2 Chronicles, chapters 29, 30, and 31. 
Isaiah 38: 1-22 gives Hezekiah’s prayer 
when sick, and Isaiah 10: 5-19 gives God’s 
view of Assyrian boasting. 


Reference Literature 


captivity (18:5) and that of Judah one} “Christian Workers’ Commenta Ob 
farared and thirty years later (20:17,| James M. Gray, D.D. (The Pd 
18). School Times Co., $3). 


Historical Setting ; 


Israel’s fall was Judah’s unheeded 
wer was waning 
as Merodach-Baladan’s (20:12; Isa. 390: 
1) temporarily successful revolution and 
his endeavor to incite revolt throughout 
Assyria’s loosely. organized monarchy 
Judah, against God’s will (Isa. 

: 1-3; 31:1), sought help from the 
Ethiopian dynasty of Egypt (18:21; 19: 


warning. Assyria’s 


showed. 

‘0 
9). 
Geography 


Lachish and Libnah, on the low coastal 
plain, were fifty miles southwest of Je- 
rusalem, on the high Judean plateau. 
Somewhere farther south, Sennacherib 
defeated Pharaoh, if his claims on the 
monuments are to be allowed, and was 
himselfdefeated by “the angel of the 
His main forces never 


Lord” (19: 35)- 
ascended to the plateau (19: 32-34). 


How to Study this Lesson 


The Man : Son of a very wicked father 
Signs of char- 
acter; (1) “He did right” (2 Kings 18: 
3,4); (2) “he trusted” (18:5); (3) 
“He clave to the Lord,” “departed not,” 
“he rebelled” 
od ee This man of faith (18:5), later 

faith, in a crisis (18:14), but, as 
God’s people do, turned wholly to God as 


(2 Chron. 18: 19, 22). 


“but kept” (18:6); (4) 


failed in 


the trial deepened (19: 14-19). 


The Invasion : Since God was in it 
(Isa. 8:9, 8; 10:5-7) there was some 
the king’s boast (2 Kings 18: 
In the crisis, Judah sought Egypt 
'(18: 21) instead of God (Isa. 31: 1-3, 6). 
Probably his advisors forced Hezekiah 
to this policy. Assyria first moved against 
Judah as the greater danger, delaying the 
attack on Jerusalem (18; 13-16, 17; 19: 


truth in 
'25). 


8-13). 


Articles on Assyria, Hezekiah, Isaiah, 
Merodach-Baladan and Sennacherib, in 
“A Dictionary of the Bible,” by John D. 
Davis, D.D. (W 
delphia, $4). 
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For Primary. Teachers 
By Kate Tarlton 


g PRIMARY superintendents: To 
stimulate bringing Bibles it is well to 
recognize each Sunday those who have 
Bibles. A Bible song is helpful. “The 
New Testament Song,” in Songs for Lit- 
tle Singers, No. 2, Hall Mack Co., Phila- 
delphia, is good. é 
Chorus 
“Blessed word of thee we're learning, 
(Raise Bibles) 
Ever learning; 


To thy pages we arte turning, 


i (Turn leaves of Bible) 
Guide thou our way.” 


Many times the people of Israel sinned 
and God gave them another chance. They 
finally wandered so far away from God 
that he let their enemies carry them away 
as Pt votag™ iti, ‘ 

ter Rehoboam, other kings reigned 
over aden, and then Ahaz was king. 
“He did not that which was right in the 
sight of the Lord.” He was the worst of 
Judah’s kings because he fed the people 
deeper into idol worship. When he died, 
his son Hezekiah, twenty-five years of 
age, was king. : 

Read 2 Kings 18:3 to find out what 
sort of king he was. Read 2 Chronicles 
29 to 31 in connection with this lesson. 
First, he had his men to open the doors 
of the house of the Lord, —the temple, 








4) ; later, in deeper distress, he approached ° 


estminster Press, Phila- 





—and clean it up, ready for worship,.The 
people had forgotten God’s temple wor- 
ship, He called back the Levites to serve 
in the temple. He sent word all through 
the land and invited the people to Jeru- 
salem for worship. Large crowds of peo- 
ple came.. He offered sacrifices. “And 
they sang praises with gladness, and they 
bowed their heads and worshipped.” 
Their hearts were so filled with sin 
that they had forgotten the passover. 
(Review the passover.) Hezekiah gath- 
ered the people and for a week the pass- 
Over was kept. he people- were so 
blessed: that they held the feast for an- 
other week. Read 2 Chronicles 30: 22, 


23. 

Sécorid, they went through the land 
and broke up the idols, “Until they had 
utterly destroyed them all.”- Again t 
people brought tithes and there was plen 
of money for the'temple worship. Wit 
all his heart Hezekiah did “that which 
was good and right and truth before the 
Lord his God.” 

The king of Assyria was threatening to 
make war and carry away Judah.as he 
had Israel. Hezekiah. stayed in. close 
touch with God through Isaiah the 
prophet. When the king sent him a threat- 
ening letter he went up into the house 


of the Lord and spread it before the Lord 
and prayed (2 Kings 19: 14-19), “Save 
thou us.” God said, “I will... save it” 


| (v. 34): Tell how quickly God answered 


in verse 35. 
One day Hezekiah grew very ill and 
| Isaiah told him he must die. e be 


the Lord to let him live. Name five 
promises the Lord gave him (20: 5, 6).° 

The Lord gave Hezekiah more than 
he asked. God honored the faith of Hez- 
ekiah. Why? He truthfully said, “I 
have walked before thee in truth and with 
a perfect heart, and have done that which 
is good in thy sight.” Stress this verse. 

- Memory Verses 

Cradle Roll: .2 Kings 109: 15a, “And 
Hezekiah: prayed before the Lord.’ 

Beginners: 2 Kings 19: 15a. 

Premary: 2 Kings 19:14, 15, “And 
Hezekiah went up into the house of the 
Lord.” “And Hezekiah prayed before 
the Lord.” ; 
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se 
For Intermediate Teachers 
By Elizabeth C. Torrey 
[* IS 
good 


a joy to study again about a 

king. Last time the story of 
the downfall of Israel so filled our minds 
that we closed the lesson saddened and 
depressed. Apparently God’s people had 
utterly rejected him. 

But Judah was not taken captive with 
her northern cousin. She was given an- 
other chance. And there now came-a 
king upon the throne of Judah who rec- 
ognized the awful sin of turning away 
from G8d. He began immediately to 
clear away the idolatrous practises of 
the people and to bring them back to God. 

We have only a few verses\in 2 Kings 
telling of Hezekiah’s reforms (18: 1-6) ; 
but three chapters in 2 Chronicles record 
these more fully (29, 30, 31). He called 
together the priests and the Levites with 
careful instructions to restore the temple 
service: “My sons; be ‘not now negligent; 
for Jehovah hath chosen you to stand be- 
fore him, to minister unto him,” —a call 
to service that can well be taken to heart 
by each of us to-day. 

Then followed a call to sacrifice (2 
Chron. 29: 20-24; 31-36); and finally a 
call to sorwap and to praise (2 Chron. 
29: 25-30). most noteworthy event 
is next recorded, when it is said that the 
king issued a call to keep the passover 
to both Israel and Judah, He even wrote 
letters to the “remnant that are escaped 
... out of the hand of the kings of As- 
syria,” which ended with this earnest plea: 
“Yield yourselves unto Jehovah, and en- 
ter into his sanctuary, ... affd serve Je- 
hovah your God.” Though many laughed 


and mocked at the messengers who bof® 


these letters, few did respond from North 
Israel. They joined with Judah, and God 
gave to them “one heart,’— a rare in- 
stance of union between these two old- 
time enemies. “So there was great joy 
in Jerusalem.” 


eee 





743 


Events in:the national world occurred 
also with thrilling rapidity. For the best 
record here we turn to the book of Kings. 

First of all, Hezekiah rebelled against 
Sargon, ‘king of Assyria (18:7). (Par- 
enthetically we are told that he also con- 
quered his internal enemy, Philistia.) But 
a most timely warning came in the per- 
son of the prophet Isaiah. He appeared 
strong in his protest against turning to 
Egypt for help: “Woe to the rebellious 
children. , , that make a league, but not 
of my ‘Spirit; . . . to take refuge in the 
shadow of Egypt!” (cf. Isa. 20, 30, 31.) 

Apparently Hezekiah heeded the admo- 
nition of Isaiah; for when Sennacherib, 
the successor to Sargon, came up with 
his mighty advance against all the forti- 
fied cities of Judah (18:13), Hezekiah 
submitted quietly, and paid tribute, though 
at awful cost (18:15, 16). Then mes- 
sengers were sent by Sennacherib to de- 
mand unconditional.surrender. This vivid 
story may well be rehearsed in detail, — 
the taunting words; the insistence upon 
use of the vernacular, to incite the peo- 
ple to rebellion; the marvelous silence of 
the multitude previously: enjoined by Hez- 
ekiah to refrain from -reply; the earnest 
entreaty of the king.that Jehovah would 
give guidance; and his calm confidence 
in God when told not to comply with As- 
syria’s demand. . 

The second ‘time the messengers came 
to Hezekiah, the threat was even more 
blasphemous: “Let not thy God in whom 
thou trustest deceive - thee, saying, Jeru- 
salem shall ‘not’ be given into- the hands 
of the king: of -Assyria.. ... Have the 
gods of the nations delivered them, which 
my fathers have' destroyed?” (19: 10, 12.) 
Again Hezekiah consulted. Jehovah, utter- 
ing this almost Christian prayer: “Thou 
art the God, even thou alone, of all. the 
kingdoms. of the -earth. O Jehovah 
our God, save thou us .. . that all the 
kingdoms of the earth. may know that 
thou Jehovah art God alone’ (19: 15-19). 

The answer came in words very char- 
acteristic of Isaiah, who is so’ sénsitive to 
sin against God’s holiness: The king of 
Assyria has “defied and blasphemed . . . 
the Holy One of, Israel” (19:22; cf. 
Isa, 37: 23), but “He shall not come unto 
this city” (19: 32; cf. Isa. 37: 33): How 
similar to the command to Ahaz not to 
fear Rezin and Pekah! (Isa. 7:4.) In 
fact Isaiah’s whole prophecy was an out- 
pouring of comfort and hope to a sad- 
dened, sin-sick people. He spoke clearly, not 
only of deliverance from present imminent 
danger, but from a future captivity which 
he saw was inevitable: “The remnant .. . 
shall again take root downward, and 
bear fruit upward” (19: 30; cf. Isa. 37: 
31). And finally, he breathed forth the 
eternal note of comfort in the promise 
of the great Deliverer, the Mighty One, 
the Rock of Israel. 

_The story of Hezekiah closes with the 
visit of men from Babylon. This mother 
country was still much. weaker than the 
daughter, Assyria; but at this time she 
had a little spurt of power, — enough to 
try-to make friends with Judah. Heze- 
kiah is justly rebuked by Isaiah for his 
most impolitic act in showing the treas- 
ures of the kingdom to this future enemy. 

Dayton, Ouro. 


Bible Pictures for the Chinese 


Att who hold fast to the authority of 
the whole Word of God are inter- 
ested in the successful publication of the 
great Bible Encyclopedia— upon which 
six years of diligent labor have been 
spent, and which is now being printed 
in Shanghai. Its missionary editor wishes 
to make request for pictures to be used 
as illustrations. “Anything interesting,” 
he says, “about places and lands men- 
tioned in the Bible — Babylon, Persia, 
Asia Minor, Greece, Rome, Egypt, Af- 
rica, as well as Syria, Arabia, and Palés- 
tine; people, buildings, statues, monu- 
ments, good landscapes, animals, plants, 
and the like. Different sizes, three to 
four inches by five to six ‘inches up to 
nine to twelve inches by twelve to fifteen 
inches.” 

Such pictures may be those found in 
magazines and publishers’ catalogues. as 
well as photographs. They should be 
clear and distinct to copy easitv. Any 
‘one‘who can send such help, please ad-+ 
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dress Henry M. Woods, D.D., 714 Dix- 
well Road, Shanghai, China. : 
Let all those who have been praying 
for the speedy and successful completion 
of this work be encouraged, for some dif- 
ficulties are clearing away. But the great 
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Adversary is untiring and resourceful; 
the ruler of darkness does not want the 
Chinese to have this light. Nevertheless 
praying hearts know assuredly that noth- 
ing can withstand the Almighty One who 
answers prayer. Therefore, pray! 
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Marion Lawrance Answers 


In 1902 Mr. Lawrance, the greatly beloved 
Sunday-school leader whose death occurred 
May 1, 1924, commenced the department for 
The Sunday School Times which the Editors 
entitled ‘‘ Ask Marion Lawrance!"’ The large 
amount of unpublished material that he had 
furnished makes possible the continuing of this 
department, for the present, as a welcome 
part of the equipment of the new generation 
in the Sunday-school field. 


How can you get the members of the 
young men’s class out to a business meet- 
ing? 

RANSACT business that is worthy 
of their attendance. 


cp 


How shall I get my adult class to say 
something ? 

IVE them'a chance. Have you heard 

of the “Class Discussion Plan?” 

Write to David C. Cook, of Elgin, Ill. 

He will tell you. That will start things. 





What, in your opinion, are the two great- 
est privileges that come to a Sunday-school 
teacher? 

IRST.—The joy of seeing young peo- 
ple give their lives to God and enter 
his service, as a result of your teaching. 

Second.—The consciousness of having 
pleased the Heavenly Father. 

Of all the questions on Sunday-school work, 
what is the greatest and most vital problem 
that we must solve? 

4 ig securing of a sufficient number 

of thoroughly consecrated, trained of- 
ficers and teachers in our schools. In 
every school, some classes dwindle and 
die out, while others grow and thrive. 
Nine times out of_ten, the difference lies 
in the teacher. One is efficient, compe- 
tent, consecrated; the other is not. This 
is not always the case, but is usually so. 

Is it wise to organize the departments in a 
school if the equipment is not modern or 
adequate? 

ES, up to a certain degree. If you 

do not have separate rooms for the 
departments, it is impossible to do a great 
many things you could otherwise do, but 
a department can ‘have its own officers 
and lay out a certain department program 
which can be worked out by meetings 
held during the week, rather than on 
Sunday. It is well to cultivate a de- 
partment life, so far as it can be done, 
in view of the limitations of equipment. 





Should the superintendent do the praying 
for the Sunday-school? 
Gan to say, there are many Sunday- 
schools where nobody but the super- 
intendent will pray. Then he should do 
the praying until he can train others to 
do it. It is a sad confession for any 
Christian man or woman to make, that 
they are not ready to offer in public a 
few sentences of praise and petition to 
their Heavenly Father, their best Friend; 
yet there are some who cannot do it, or 
claim they cannot do it. The spiritual 
life of a church or Sunday-school will 
usually, other things being equal, be in 
proportion to the number of those who 
are ready and willing to lead in public 
prayer. 


How can you put new life into a school 
with a “dead” superintendent? 

N THE last analysis, the responsibil- 

ity is not with the superintendent so 
much as with those who. put him in his 
place. The church has the responsibility of 
electing the superintendent. If they con- 





tinge to elect a superintendent whom they 
know to be “dead,” they have only them- 
selves to blame. No church that takes 
its work of religious education ‘seriously 
will continue to elect and re-elect a man 
who is inefficient. However, many a 
“dead” superintendent has been brought 
to life and made to tingle from head to 
foot by attending some good Sunday- 
school conventions and getting his eyes 
opened. 





What is your idea in regard to paid Sun- 
day-school teachers? 
AS A principle it is not wrong to pay 
Sunday-school teachers. It is ex- 
ceedingly impracticable, however, because 
of the expense. On the other hand, there 
is a distinct value in the unpaid, volun- 
tary service of consecrated Sunday- 
school teachers. Nothing can quite take 
the place, in the estimation of those who 
are taught, of the sacrifice that is neces- 
sarily made by a really consecrated, ear- 
nest Sunday-school teacher. There are 
cases, however, where those who are 
equally consecrated and earnest are paid 
for their work, or rather not paid for 
their work, but paid in order that they 
may do their work, as a minister is paid. 
He is never paid for the work he does. 
That would be impossible’ He is pur- 
ported while he does his work. 





How much per scholar should the church 
spend annually for religious education in its 
own Sunday-school? 

LS pti as men spend their money in 

those fields and in such ways as to get 
the largest results. The Sunday-school 
as a whole brings to the church as a 
whole two-thirds or more of all its mem- 
bership which comes by convérsion, and 
yet the church would regard anybody as 
a fit candidate for the asylum if he would 
suggest that two-thirds of their budget 
should be spent for religious education. 
The truth is, that less than two cents 
out of every dollar given by the average 
church-member goes into the Sunday- 
school work. This, however, does not 
take. into consideration the expense of 
furnishing, lighting, and warming the 
building, which is not charged up to the 
Sunday-school. 

It is the essence of shortsightedness 
not to prepare in an adequate manner 
for the carrying on of their Sunday- 
school work. In the end, it is suicidal. 


Home Department Questions 
Discussed by Mrs A.W. Karnell 


Former Chairman of the Home Department 
Committee of the eee ong Sunday School 
: ion 


Will you tell me some simple way of in- 
«reasing our membership? We had a cam- 
paign several years ago, but would rather 
do something of a simpler nature. this time. 
give each of your ‘members a mem- 

bership blank; explain that you have 
set before you the aim of doubling the 
membership. this year, and that you are 


asking every member in the department: 


to help by securing a new member before 
the next cal] of the Visitor: Secure the 
names of all such as have come to the 
porch since the last canvass as well as 
the names of the parents of the new Sun- 
day-school scholars. Divide thesé names 
among the Visitors and make these their 
special field. Write notes to friends ‘and 
relatives inclosing membership cards and 
urge them to join with you. Try to get 





all the young people who are away at 
school. 

This plan has the advantage of having 
no time limit and can be carried on 
through the ‘whole year. 





Should the superintendent of a department 
be a regular Visitor? I have been a Visitor 
for years, and I am now asked to become 
superintendent, and I wonder if I ought to 
continue my work as a Visitor as well? 


SUPERINTENDENT should have 

practical knowledge of the work of 
a Visitor, for only then can she under- 
stand the trials and joys of a Visitor and 
supervise their work efficiently. She 
should give her time to the study of her 
field, to provide plans to meet the needs 
discovered, and to see that the plans are 
carried out. ’ 

As you have had long.experience as a 
Visitor, I would advise that you devote 
your time now to your work as a super- 
intendent, 


Should a group be permitted to choose its- 
own Visitor? I had appointed a Visitor for 
one of our groups and two of the members 
came to me and asked to be permitted to 
choose their own Visitor. Will it not set a 
precedent which may cause other groups to 
want to do the same? 


iy WOULD not only be right, but the 
sign of a healthy condition, in your 
work. I would not only permit it, but 
encourage and applaud their interest, so 
long as the person chosen is -submitted 
for approval to the pastor, superintendent 
of the Sunday-school, and superintendent 
of the Home Department. ‘If other 
groups should follow their example, I 
think you would find that it would help 
rather than harm your work, if it is 
rightly supervised. 

Our Home Department work has had very 4 
little success for the last few years and I 
resigned as _ superintendent in the spring, 
but I have Ween asked to serve another year. 
I wonder if you can tell me of some new 
plan that will revive the interest and yet be 
not too difficult to undertake. 


OU might try the group meeting 

plan this year. These meetings may 
be made very interesting’ and helpful, 
and wherever undertaken, have been very 
satisfactory. 

Suppose that there are twelve members 
in a group. Choose the home of one of 
these members and hold your meeting 
there. Make your plans carefully, The 
Visitor of the district should be chair- 
man of arrangements, but the whole 
council should be invited to attend. The 
hour should be the one most convenient 
for a majority of the members. Have a 
brief devotional, then a message dealing 
with the work in general and the im- 
portance of this particular group in re- 
lation to the whole. Music or some other 
feature of entertainment, perhaps even 
playing some simple game, and then a 
brief and helpful talk on some home 
problem. Meet with a different group 
each month until you have covered the 
whole department. 

Do vou not think it would be a good plan 
to have several years of lessons prepared, es- 
pecially for the Home Department, using 
only such stories and passages of the Bible 
as deal with the problems of the home? So 
many of the lessons, especially those of the 
Jewish kings, seem to have so little bear- 
ing on the home, and some of my members 
have complained that they get very little 
out of them. We seem to be very anxious to 
furnish special “material in the grades of the 
Sunday-school. Surely the Home Depart- 
ment needs just as much attention. 


| HAVE ‘been asked this question sev- 
eral times recently in convention con- 
ferences. I do not agree with the criti- 
cism of the lessons of the history of the 
kings. In my opinion the life of each 
of the kings is an example of home 
training, either for good or bad, There 
is no question, however, but that a course 
specially prepared with the needs of the 
home in view would be very interesting 
and helpful. I am afraid, however, that 
there would be a great many difficulties 
to be overcome before such a course 
could be secured. I realize that we are 
providing special material in the Chil- 
dren’s and Young People’s Divisions, and 
I would be delighted to see a course 
specially prepared for the Home Depart- 
ment. I should like the readers of the 
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Times to express their opinion on this 
question. 


ne 
Children’s Division Questions 
Discussed by Mrs. E. W. Sudlow 


In a Junior Class is it advisable to have 
one of the members mark the class record 


book? 

W HERE the class is organized, it is 
quite proper to have the secretary 

take charge of the records. After a lit- 

tle instruction a Junior can be trusted 

to do this carefully and accurately. This 

is preparing him for greater work later 


-on, and will relieve the teacher of one 


detail. 

Ours is a small Sabbath school. Would 
you advise having the Junior boys and girls 
in the same class under one good teacher, 
or have separate classes where one teacher 
is not quite up to my standard? 


W HILE it is a good plan to have 
Junior boys and girls in separate 
classes, under the circumstances I would 
advise keeping them together under one 
good teacher. “These boys and girls in 
day school are under one teacher. A 
leader who will plan the. lesson so as to 
make an appeal to the Junior~mind and 
heart and stimulate them to high en- 
deavor, and who will arrange for their 
social needs, is much preferable to hav- 
ing part of the group under the direc- 
tion of a person who does not understand 
the characteristics of this age, or who 
is too indolent or indifferent properly to 
fill the position. 


Our Sunday-school is to have a White Gift 
Christmas. Will you suggest some way in 
which the Cradle Roll may have a part? 
[5 SEEMS very appropriate that the 

babies should be given a_part in cele- 
brating the birthday of Jesus. I- know 
of ,one school where the superintendent 
wrote a note to the mothers suggesting 
that the department equip a little bed for 
a new hospital. A list of the necessary 
furnishings was enclosed, and the mothers 
might contribute one or more of these 
white articles, or make a contribution of 
money. During the Christmas service, at 
the proper time, the little bed filled with 
the white furnishings was carried to the 
platform. 

In another school to each baby was 
sent a white stocking-shaped bag in which 
to place his offering. These were re- 
turned to the superintendent and hung on 
the small tree. The stocking-hung tree 
was placed on the platform beside the 
larger tree which stood there. 

- Frequently the offering from the babies 
is carried in the little white cradle, em- 
blem of the department. 

By all means let the babies be given 
an opportunity to contribute. 





Frequently I would like to send home 
of songs or notices to the parents. 
Our school cannot afford to have this printed, 
and we have no duplicating machine. Is 
there an inexpensive hectograph we might 
get for this purpose? 
A JUNIOR Department superintend¢ 
ent has made a hectograph for her- 
self at very little expense. This has 
been used over and over and will give 
good service for some years to come. 
The directions she gives are these. She 
says: “First, because I could not buy a 
pan the size I wanted, I had a tinner 
make one with a lid; a little larger than 
typewriter paper and about an inch deep. 
I bought twenty-four ounces of glycerine 
and four ounces of sheet gelatin and cut 
up the gelatin sheets, soaking them in a 
scant pint of water over night. In the 
morning I add glycerine and eight table- 
spoonfuls of sugar, heating all slowly, 
stirring all the time to avoid sticking, 
and boiling in a double boiler. Pour 
while hot into pan, straining through a 
thin cloth. If air bubbles form on top, 
draw. them to the edge with a piece of 
paper. The surface should be perfectly 
smooth when hardened. 

Make your copy on hard paper in hec- 
tograph ink. When dry place it face 
down on the-jelly. Leave it a short time 
according to the number of copies you 
wish to make and then peel off. Cover 
the impression with a piece of fresh 
paper, peeling it off at once and repeat 
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Lesace for December 14 
John 11 : 1-44 


until you have the desired number of 
copies. When you finish printing, wash 
off impression with warm water and a 
soft cloth. Care must be taken to keep 
the surface smooth. 


CHRISTMAS] 
FREE ware 


Samples of 6 services, complete, free to Pastors, 
Superintendents, or Committees 

* CHRISTMAS HELPER, No. 12. Book of Songs. 
Kecitations, etc. 20c, postpaid. 

AN OPEN HEART. Song story Cantata by M. B, 
Shannon and Dr. Geibel. $3.00 the dozen. 

* Christmas Special, No. 1. Four complete specials 
in one book for 25c. A Pageant, a Tableau Ex- 
ercise, a Pantomime Tableau and a Dramatiza- 
tion. 

Choir Cantatas. Messiah is King, by Stults; Hail 
the King, by Nolte. S0c each. 

Juvenile Cantatas. ‘All Aboard’’ and “ Go-do-it 
Club’s Christmas.” $3.00 the dozen. 

Receiving the Parson, ora Tantalizing Tangle. 
A Musical Entertainment, full of fun and amus- 
ing situations. Will fill the house. | 

* All, except the Helper and Specials, sent for ex- 
amination upon request. 


HALL-MACK CO. } 21st and Arch Sts., 
ADAM GEIBEL MUSIC CO. Phila., Pa. 


CHRISTMAS. PAGEANTS 


By DOROTHY LEHMAN SUMERAU 


“The Light That Ne’er Shall Fade”’ 
“The Messiah Comes” 


By LYMAN R. BAYARD 
“The Heavenly Host” “When the Star Shone” 


Returnable examination copies sent on request, or 
for $1.0€ (cash with ordery we will send one copy 
each of the above, and our two new Christmas serv- 
ices for r92 . “THE MANGER MESSAGE” and 
“A TRUE CHRISTMAS.” 

One set only at this price. Better order today. 


Galo NOE 


91 Seventh Ave., Box 420, New York, N. Y. 


The Union Lesson Guide and 
Golden-Text Book for 1925 


Giving general information about the lessons for 
the year and the books from which they are taken, 
together with the title of the Improved Uniform 
Lesson for each Sunday, the Golden ‘Text in full, 
a and Prima Minna Verses, and Daily 

ome Readings; also a line for Sermon Text, to 
promote church attendance. The Christian fn- 
deavor Topics for the year are added. 


Important facts about the Sunday schools of 
North America and the world are concisely 
stated, and Special Days are listed. / 


6 cents each ; $5.00 for 100, postpaid 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 
1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 









































Netley House 


Native Training School 
NATAL, SOUTH AFRICA 


Objective: The training of native Christian workers 
sound in the faith. 


Endorsed * experienced missionaries on the field, 
and leading Christian workers in this country. 

*‘ Trained Christian leaders among the tribes is one 
of South Africa’s greatest needs,” writes a godly 
missionary. 7 

God’s work at Netley House needs your earnest 
prayers and financial help. 

r,400- needed at once, 
he enemy is busy ; let us be busy also. 
Full information and field letters sent on request. 
Treasurer, Mr. W.M. WELLINGTON, 
t1915 Wisconsin Avenue, Detroit, Mich. 


STARTLING NEWSPAPER EVIDENCE 


On the Anti-Christ and False Prophet. A secret Cov- 
enant, Jewish Temple, Gog and Magog, etc. Startling 
facts proven by 94 quotations from 18 sourcés. Order 
extra copies for friends. 5 ar is. 2sc each. No 
stamps or checks.G. E. Kgerer, etrolia, ntario, Can. 


BRON ZETABLETs 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St.. New York City. 


TubriL Ss 


Chairs, Tables, Hymn Boards,Collection Plates,etc. 


Globe Furniture Company, 73,Par* Eloce. 





























Individual Communion Cups 
Convenient, Noiseless and Sanitary 


List of thousands of churches using our cups and FREE 
CATALOG with quotations sent upon request. 
COMMUNION OUTFIT 


CO., 7D—S7th St., Rechester, N.Y. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By H. McAllister Griffiths 





December 21, The Christmas Story in Poetry 
and Song. Luke 2: 8-16. 

December 28. The Old Year and the New. 
Psa. 37: 1-5; Phil. 3 : 12-14. 

January 4. How Can We Develop the Spirit 
of Friendliness? Prov. 18:24; 27:6, 9 
10; 1 Sam. 18: 1-4. (Consecration meeting.) 
January 11, How to Read the Bible Help- 
fully. Psa. 19: 7-14; Matt. 7 : 24-29. 





Sunday, December 14 


Count and Share Your Blessings 
(Psa. 107: 1-9) 





Mon.—Remembering blessings (Psa. 103: , 


1-13). 
Tues.—The past reviewed (Deut. 29 : 1-9). 
Wed.—Blessings of harvest (Psa. 65 :9- 


13). 
Thurs.—Open heart and hand (Deut. 15: 


7-11). 
Fri.—Treasure in heaven (Matt. 6 : 19-21). 
Sat.—Real riches (1 Tim. 6 : 17-19). 











What blessings have we to share? 
How may we help others to a richer life? 
Why should we be grateful to God? 


E THANKFUL for life: that God has 

taken of the dust of the earth, has 
formed you, and has breathed into you 
the breath of life. How much more it is 
to be human than to be dust! How much 
better to be a man than a stone! This 
fact, life, which we accept so often with- 
out question or thinking, ought to be 
considered the first blessing for which 
God should be thanked: that- in his in- 
finite and inscrutable providence he has 
made us what we are. 


ve 


Be thankful for abundant, eternal life: 
that God has not left us alone in the 
world, but that he loves us, and has sent 
his Son to save us from our sin by his 
atoning death upon the cross. We can 
never be grateful enough to God ‘for the 
gift of Christ, for all the included mercies 
that flow from that gift. Nor can we 
truly say we love our fellow men, if, 
knowing them to be without this great 
and abundant life, we make no effort to 
bring it to them. 


Be thankful for loved ones: for it is 
in the devoted and loyal contact of life 
that earth’s dearest happiness is made 
known. And if in the varied scheme of 
life some of us have had no loved ones, 
or have lost them, remember that the 
world is teeming with hearts actually 
starving for friendship, sympathy,- and 
love. What though we were never given 
loved ones? We can be loving to those 
who need it, and then, who knows? — 
may live a life. more blessed with friends 
than do those whose friends have come 
through birth and circumstance alone, 


Thank God for the trials and burdens 
and struggles of the Christian life: for 
they have been given to make us strong. 
Without hardships we could never know 
Ahe calmness of fortitude, without test- 
ings we could never see the power of God 
making us after his inimitable pattern, 
without the heaven-sent night of doubt 
we could never appreciate the light of the 
morning of faith, How mighty the truth 
that we can echo with Phillips Brooks: 
“O do not pray for easy lives! Pray 
to be stronger men! Do'not pray for 
tasks equal to your powers. Pray for 
powers equal to your tasks! Then the 
doing of your work shall be no miracle. 
But you shall be a miracle. Every day 
you shall wonder at yourself, at the rich- 
ness of life which has come in you by 
the grace of God.” 

Which do you see largest: your troubles 
or your blessings? 

Are you one who can truly thank God for 
the blessing of Christ? 


Are you doing anything to share your 
greatest blessing with others? 
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Select Notes 


By AMOS R. WELLS, Litt. D., F.!. > 


For fifty years this Sunday 
School Commentary on 


Lesson 


the constant help t 


the 
International has been 
millions of 
Sunday School teachers. It. is 
its treatment of the 
and full 


ink 


complete in 
lesson text, full of map 
page illustrations, pen 


drawings, chronolog charts 


and a helptul index 


the first les 
of 1925 


10 net $2 00 


Send for 
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READ THE BIBLE THROUGH IN 1924-1925 
Simple, definite plan. Send 10c to MISS KONITZKY, 
4316 BELLEViEU AVENUE, Baltimore, Md. 
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Che Smday School Times 


Philadelphia, November 29, 1924 





Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in’ the United States and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 
postage. 
$1 50 Five or more copies, either to 

e separate addresses or in a 


| package to one address, $1.50 each, per 


year. 

$2 00 One copy, or any number of 
° copies less than five, $2 each, 

per year. One copy, five years; $7.50. 


_In gecognition of the club organizer's 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid-for in a club. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the above rates plus 
go cents each for foreign postage. That is: 
one copy, one year, $2.50; five or more copies, 
either to separate addresses or in a package 

to one address, $a each per year. 


The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





The BEST BIBLE in the WORLD for the MONEY 











BOUND IN GENUINE 


ILLUSTRATED SELF-PRONOUNCING 


GIFT BIBLE 


SUITABLE FOR YOUNG AND OLD 


FLEXIBLE LEATHER 





have 
mine 


Bound in 
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Painceton, N. J. 


The KING JAMES or AUTHORIZED VERSION 
OF THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS 


Has 

All th ng = ds being ace 
6 wor a 
eogielnd. Hivided into syllables 
for quick and easy pronunciation 
LARGE BLACK FACE TYPE 
SPECIMEN OF TYPES 
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35 Who are they among all th 
of the countries, that have deli 
IT ALSO CONTAINS 


4 NEW SERIES OF HELPS TO THE 
STUDY OF THE BIBLE 
Selected for their general utility 


4800 A ip yey AND ANSWERS ON 
THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS 
which unfold the Scriptures. A 
feature of great value to old 
and young 

31 BEAUTIFUL ILLUSTRATIONS 
showing scenes and incidents of 

i History, 

62 MAPS OF THE BIBLE LANDS IN sTyLE 

Priated ensuperior wits 

onsuperior white paper; 
size 54 x St inches. Suitableto GEN 
carry or for home reading 


LEATHER with over- 
covers, 


marker. Each Bible packed 
box 


SPECIAL HOLIDAY OFFER 


PRICE ONLY 


PREPAID 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 
TIMES BOOKS 


for | 
Young Folks 


Suitable for Christmas 


The Out-of-Doors Club 


By Samuel Scoville, Jr. Each of the 
twenty chapters reveals curious things of 
field and stream and woods discovered by 
a keen-witted band of real children, un- 
der the cheery, fun-loving, and marvel- 
ously informed leadership of a father 
who loves and knows the out-of-doors. 
Handsomely illustrated. $1.50. 


A Little Shepherd of Bethlehem 


By Annie Trumbull Slosson. A precious 
little story of a lonely boy among the 
New Hampshire hills who was profoundly 
moved to prepare in his own way for 
our Lord’s return on Christmas Day. In 








artistic book form, suitable for a Christ- |. 


mas gift. 75 cents. 


The Life-Story of Henry Clay Trumbull 

By Philip E. Howard. A most inter- 
esting biography that has influenced for 
good the life of many a young man. De 
Luxe edition, 541 pages, illustrated. $2.50. 


Boy-Talks 

By Philip E. Howard, Just the sort 
of straight little talks that a man can 
have with the boys he knows best; inti- 
mate talks about the things every boy is 
“up against,” coming right from the heart 
of one who still remembers when he was 
a boy. $1.50. 


Dragon’s End 

By Josephine Hope Westervelt, author 
of “The Lure of the Leopard Skin.” An 
intensely interesting missionary story for 
young people, depicting stirring times in 
the interior of China. $1.25. 
Happy Hours for the Boys and Girls 

By the Rev. D. E. Lewis. A book for 
all who have wanted to teach children 
and young people by means of blackboard 
or slate work, and who have never had 
access to plain and easily workable sug- 
gestions for such teaching. 90 cents. 
The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories 

By Wade C. Smith. This book is the 
young folks’ delight. Odd little etchings 
that will amuse and instruct. The pic- 
tures are delightful mysteries, solved by 
looking up the accompanying Bible refer- 
ences, 
Sunday afternoon in the year. 
Pearl’s Secret 

By Mrs. Howard F. Taylor._ The true 
story of a very real and lovable little gir! 
in far-away China, whom our little girls 
ought to know. They will be interested 
in the strange places and customs that 
Pearl knew in her Chinese home, and 
they will enjoy her games and her happy 
ways. They will see, too, that even a 
very short life may be a great blessing 
to others. And what Pearl’s secret was 
they can learn when they read the little 
book about her. Illustrated. 75 cents. 
Outdoors, Indoors, and Up the Chimney 

By Charles Mellvaine. A book for 
young folks or older folks who like to 
know the why and how of things noticed 
every day in nature. Illustrated. $1.25. 
Pleasant Sunday Afternoons 
for the Children 


Edited by J. T. Faris. Suggestions for 
Bible games and other occupations fer 


90 cents. 





the free hours of Sunday. 90 cents. 
“And Other Folks” 
By Annie Trumbull -Slosson. This 


charming story of a little dumb girl can- 
not fail to touch the heart. She spoke 
just three words one day and lives began 
to be revolutionized. 50 cents. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 


A whole page of them for every | 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Bible Sunday, December 7 


IBLE Sunday, for many years spon- 
sored by the American Bible i- 
ety and observed as an opportunity to 
emphasize the place of the Bible in the 
life of the world and the program of the 
Church, has become an annual event in 
Protestant churches— throughout’ the 
United States and in many mission fields. 
The date fixed for its observance is 
the third Sunday before Christmas, which 
this year falls on December 7.* This date 
is not arbitrary, however. Many churches 
find it more convenient to observe an- 
other Sunday. 

The work of the Bible Society, or- 
ganized in 1806 as an agency for “the 
wider circulation of the Holy Scrip- 
tures without note or comment,” is rec- 
ognized as indispensable to the Church. 
A Bible Sunday program planned along 
the lines suggested by the American Bible 
Society cannot fail to arouse interest in 
the work of translation, publication, and 
circulation of the Bible in many lfan- 
guages, and in all parts of the world. 

The theme selected for this year is 
“Every Man in His Own Tongue,” and a 
sixteen-page pamphlet twelve by nine 
inches in size has prepared which 
is full of interesting and instructive in- 





There is no man before the public to-day who combines more notably a deep spiritual in- 
sight, unshaken faith in the whole Bible and all the Christian fundamentals with rare power of 
literary expression, and scholarship of the most exacting sort. 
commence one of the richest, most comprehensive and at the same time practically useful treat- . 
ments of the International Uniform Lessons ever: published ; it will appear exclusively, every week, in 


formation concerning the romance of 
Bible translation from the earliest days 
down to the present time, with a list of t 

seven hutidred and seventy languages and 


made. 
lated into a hundred and fifty-eight of 
these languages; the New Testament into 
a hundred and forty-two. 

This information has been assembled 
in such form as to be of the greatest 
assistance to pastors, Sunday-school 
superintendents, and others in the prep- 
aration of sermons and addresses. 

An attractive booklet for distribution 
in the pews is “John 3:16 in Twenty- 
three guages,” with pen and i 
sketches of scenes in the countries where 
these languages are spoken. For display 
on bulletin boards, in church vestibules, 
and the like, there is a poster, twenty-five 
by thirty-six inches. 

All of this material may be secured 
free-of charge in such quantities as are 
desired by addressing the American Bible 
Society, Bible House, Astor Place, New 
York City. ve 


The Sunday School Times’ books per- 





petuate the weekly message. A catalogue 
sent on request. 


school life. 


dialects into which translations have been | 
The whole Bible has been trans- |’ 
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DELIGHTFUL CHRISTMAS GIFTS 
~ Name Pencil Sets Please the Children 






No. A—Six Pencils (assorted col ari bh 
Coin Pocket LEATHER Case with NAME 
No. B aenesves se 22 Le pes 7. . . 
o. B—Three Pencils (assorted color: 
Embossed LEATMER Case with NAME nace 
engraved in 22 karat Gold, 50c. 


FUT RM gers x ere 
No. C—Three Assorted color Pencils, NAME in 
Holly Box, 30c. 


Order by No. Print out Names. Send Oheck or Money Order. 
UNIVERSAL PENCIL CO., 27 West 60th St., New York City 





SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS 44Y5,\9% - 


THE ILLUSTRATOR #2. 
Year 
is a monthly S. S. lesson magesine that 
makes teaching easy. All the help. 
necessary for teaching at the cost dfa 
postage stamp per lesson! = 


Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance said: 
no other I like-as well.” Sample copy free. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenne, New York 














copied and Po grain for publica- * 


tion. Also o typing. 
Nettie L, BERGLUND, 508 W. 3rd St., Hastings, Mian. 


W. Graham Scroggie 
Great Britain’s 
Foremost Bible Teacher 


AGAIN The Sunday School Times has brought to this 
country the every-week’ writing of a British Bible teacher. 
who stands in the forefront of Bible exposition in the 
English speaking world, and now introduces W. Graham 
Scroggie, of Edinburgh, Scotland, to American Sunday- 


The Sunday School Gines 


Tronmaster Ridgway, in his Bus 
unforgettably into men’s lives 
spiritual steel. ~ 


This Week's Teaching Principle is brought out, in every 
lesson, by Professor Charles Calvert Ellis, a leading 


educationist. 


Round Table Illustrations, sent by multitudes of readers, 
are remembered when all else is forgotten. 


is white-hot sparks of 


Published Every Week 


Men’s Corner, burns 


Lesson Questions, wrought out by experts, keep teacher 
and class on tiptoe of eager search. 


Christian Cartoons, a converted newspaper man’s pun- 


heart-truth. 


gent satire exposing error and making the truth glow. 


- From the Platform, Philip E. Howard. gives a three- 
minute talk to the whole school, clinching the lesson’s 


Say, Fellows! is an inimitable talk, both sparkling and 
serious, to boys and teachers of boys. 


The rollicking Little Jetts, Bible-picture folk whom a father’s genius and fountain- 
pen brought to life, are on hand every week with their electric enthusiasm. 


"THESE are but a few of the many unusual helps, every 
week, on the International Lessons; and in addition 
the Whole Bible Lesson Course of the Christian Funda- 
mentals Association is fully treated in each issue. Yet 
many readers write and say that, although they are not in 
the Sunday-school at all, the other departments in the 
Times are so valuable that they cannot do without it. 


Please send for enough free specimen copies of ‘The Sunday 


Sunday-school. 


School Times to supply each teacher and officer in your 


fourth of the single subscription price, $2.00 a year, by 
organizing a club of five or more subscribers at the club 
rate of $1.50 @ year. 
subscription additional for every ten paid for in a club, 
and we offer an attractive choice of needed books to those 
who organize new clubs. Please ask for specimen copies 


We allow the club organizer one 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 


1031 Walnut Street 


Get others to test the Times! Save one- | 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


and the book offers to-day. : 
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John 11 : 1-44 


IDEAL 
GIFT 


Youind ‘ia Old 
PVs OO 
Sor “Ly vostpain 


THE BINDING. Gen- 


uine solid leather, 
with overlapping 
edges, very flexible. 
THE TYPR, Large, 
clear, easy to read 
minion black face. 
Chapters in figures. 
Pronouncing, 

THE PAPER. A very 
thin, white opaque 
Bible paper. Red 
burnished edges. 
ILLUSTRATIONS. 16 


full 2, ictures 
printed fn a cnlers, 
also 32 pages in one 
color. es frontispiece, 
presentation page 
and family record. 
HELPS. A complete 
Bible co concordance in 
clear, type, 14 maps 
in colors, Hebrew, 
Phoenician, Greek 
and Latin alphabets. 
SIZE. 5x7x1 in. thick. / 
Weight 20 oz. Stamp- 
- ed in gold and pack- 
ed in a box. A regu- 
lar $4.00 value. 


Our price 

Postpaid eee $2. 00 
SPECIALS, Same as 
above with 4,000 
questions and  an- 


swers, silk headbands 
and marker, with red 



































under gold edges, 
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in red Pore $219 
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dex on any of the 

above, 25c; name in 

gold, 25c extra. 


Fantecsstal Publishing Company, 
Louisville, Kentucky. 


The Superintendent’s Guide For 1925 


A Pocket Manual for Superintendents 

NOT A LESSON COMMENTARY 

BY HARRY EDWARDS BARTOW 
Designed to help Superintendents make their schools 
better inevery way. It will put activity into the school. 
list of for the year with their titles. 
¥ ‘or each month the book offers valuable su ugi estions 
on how to conduct the school, an Order o' vice, 
and hints for Workers’ Conference. 
For each Sunday it provides a prayer, an outline for 
the desk lesson, a list of appropriate hymns, and 
thoughts for the Superintendent's Quiet Hour. Special 
pugeestions for festivals and holidays are worth-while 











he 
There are blank pages for notes, and for records. 
The fitty-two prayers are m9 gaan by superin- 
tendents who need that kind of help. 


Bound in Imitation Leather, In Size to Fit Vest Pocket 
50 Cents Net 
AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 
1816 Chestnut Street Philadelphia, Pa. 














[sq00 4. new Plays 
For Christmas 


(Money refunded if not satisfied) 
THE JAMIESON PRESS 








Lakeside, Ohio 
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Children at Home 





The Gladdest Christmas 
By Etta Squier 


WO small nieces and two small 

nephews stood in Aunt Katie’s big 
living room and merrily teetered on ex- 
cited toes while they admired the tall fir 
tree which stood, ready to be’ trimmed 
with shining trinkets and candles, and 
which, after just one more night, would 
be found hung- with all sorts of lovely 
gifts for everybody. 

“Way up in the very top we will put 
the silver star,” declared Max, stretch- 
ing his short arm toward the top. 

“Aunt Katie said I could put on the 
gold paper chains I made at kindergar- 
ten,” shouted Jack. 

“And she said I might hang the pine 
cones I painted with silver paint,” added 
Ruth. 

“And we can string pop-corn, and hang 
the tinsel and shiny balls, and—oh, 
won't it be lovely?” demanded Madge. 

Then the door opened, and in came 
Aunt Katie, her arms heaped high with 
boxes of pretty things to decorate the 
tree. Never, never could there be a hap- 
pier day before Christmas for little peo- 
ple. Being allowed to help dress the tree 
passed the hours which might have 
seemed long, if there had been nothing 
to do, for it is hard to wait when Christ- 
mas is so very near, and each one is 
wondering if the gifts most wanted will 
be on the tree. The happy work took’a 
long pime, but at last it was done, and 
the children danced about it gayly, feel- 
ing almost certain: that so fine a tree 
could not fail to hold precisely what was 
expected. 

“Now all of you stay right here,” said 
Aunt Katie. “I have a funny surprise 
for you; Jack must be ready to open the 
door when I knock, and I promise not to 
be gone long.” 

Jack felt quite important as he sta- 
tioned himself at the door, ready to fling 
it open the minute Aunt Katie should 
knock, and all of them were guessing 
hard as to what the surprise might be, for 
any surprise dear Aunt Katie might have 
was sure to be delightful. 

“Maybe it’s some gingerbread tiie 
guessed Ruth, whose nose told her that. 
cook was surely making gingerbread. 

“Or pop-corn balls,” guessed Max, 
whose appetite for sweets could hardly 
be satisfied. 

Very soon they heard her coming, and 
the minute she knocked, Jack opened the 
door, and in came Aunt Katie, with a tiny 
pine tree on a standard, and another box 
in one hand. 

“Oh, a little tree for the table?” asked 
Jack, but Aunt Katie shook her head. 

“Ts it for baby?” Madge inquired, and 
again she laughingly shook her head. 

“If you were all to guess all night long, 
you would never guess right. It is for 
Foxy.” 

“For Foxy!” exclaimed a surprised 
chorus, — “A Christmas tree for a kitty 
cat? Won't he upset it? Will it have 
candles on it? Can we hang a mouse 
on it? Will we hang a eo Be for 
him, too?” 

The questions came so fast that Aunt 
Katie set down the tree and covered her 
ears. “Oh, my dears, my dears, don’t 
all talk at once, or you won’t get any 
questions answered at all; they will get 
all mixed up, you see. Now just listen, 
and I will tell you all about it. Last 
year Foxy had a little tree like this, and 
he behaved so well that he deserves one 
this year, too, and I thought you would 
think it fun to help hang his gifts on it.” 

“Oh, fun—fun—fun!” cried Max; 
“are the gifts in this box, and shall we 
open it?’ 

“Not yet,” replied Aunt Katie, “first, 
all sit down on the floor around the tree, 
and I will give each of you things to put 
on it.” 

Down they dropped, the girls delight- 
edly clapping their hands to think of the 
fun ahead. From the mystery box Aunt 
Katie first took a Tittle celluloid roly-poly 
doll with a weight in the base of it. 

“Now this,” she said, “is his toy. We 
will put this at the top, and give sit to 
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Re the late Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 


HE. Promoters and Trustees of The All India Bible and Medical School (Inc.) desire to announce that 
after much prayerful thought, it has been decided to perpetuate the memory of our beloved and departed 


brother by establishing a 


orial her dear husband would like. 
trained Workers each year is most inspiring. 





WM. S. WILLS, 1214 Pennsylvania Building, Philadelphia, Pa. 
W. B. PERCIVAL, M. D., 2100 Kirkwood Avenue, Pasadena, Cal. 


(Note: The Rev. Arthur Harries and Mr. Watkin R. Roberts, representing the British Trustees of 


Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas Memorial Fund 


of not less than $60,000.00. The annual income from this, it is expected, will provide free board and 
tuition for about Fifty Native Students each year. Dr. Thomas had shown deep interest in The All India 
~ Bible and Medical School project, and if God had spared him, would have been a valuable member of its 
Board of Trustees. His colleagues, however, feel it imperative to establish a worthy Memorial to him, and 
are glad to say that Mrs. Griffith Thomas has heartily approved, and feels that this is just the kind of a Mem- 
The hope of thus sending out into Christian work a body of fifty newly 
It is earnestly hoped that al! who have been benefited 
through our brother's ministry will desire to share in making it possible to establish this worthy Memorial. 


Please send for booklet regarding this, which contains a Fore- 
word by the Rev. R. A. Torrey, D.D. 


Gifts and contributions should be sent to the Treasurers in U. S. A. 





this movement are now in America, and may be communicated with at the above address.) 








him after he is tired of the tree: I will 
hang this myself, but you children shall 
hang all the other things.” 


“OR, know,” cried Ruth, “the toy is a 
batski, isn’t it, Aunt Katie?” 
The boys shouted in glee. “That's it, 


for sure; it’s a batski for him to bat 
all over the floor.” 

Then all the small necks craned them- 
selves as Aunt Katie lifted out several 
short strands.of pop-corn. 

“Ruth, dear, you may hang one of 
these on the tip of each branch; Foxy 
will appreciate them as a decoration more 
than he would strings of tinsel. And 
Max may hang these.” And she handed 
him a paper which held five narrow strips 
of liver with a string tied to one end. 

How they did laugh as they began 
to trim Foxy’s tree. Jack was given six 
oyster crackers through which Aunt 
Katie had carefully sewed a thread, and 
Madge hung several chocolate creams, 
and when it was all done they were al- 
most as gay over it as they were over 
their own. 

“Oh, I wish Christmas would hurry; 
won't it be fun to see Foxy take his 
things off his tree?” cried Madge, and 
they all agreed that it would be almost 
as much fun as getting their own gifts. 
So the tiny tree was put out in the 
shed where it would keep nice and cool, 
and before long the tired little heads 
were all on their pillows. 

Christmas morning, after the children 
had sung their carols and the glistening 
tree had given up its treasures to them, 
Foxy’s tree was brought in and set in 
the middle of the floor, and then began 
more fun for the happy children. Very 
daintily, Foxy walkéd around the tree, 
nibbling a bit of liver here, a cracker 
there, and taking bites of pop-corn and of 
chocolate creams, but not trying to get 
all of anything at once, nor did he upset 
the tree. He seemed to be thoroughly 
enjoying himself, and the children thought 
him a wonderful cat; and how he did 
bat the roly-poly doll about. 

Later they hung pieces of suet on trees 
and bushes out of doors, and scattered 
rolled oats and bread crumbs, so that 
the birds,. too, should have a_ special 
Christmas dinner, and each one, — Jack, 
Ruth, Madge, and Max, — declared the 
day was the gladdest, gladdest Christmas 
they had ever known. 


Port BLAKELy, WASH. 
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For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


An Evangelizing Toronto Church 


HREE church prayer-meetings a 

week for nearly four years past! 
This has been the record of the Jarvis 
Street Baptist Church, of which Dr. T. T. 
Shields has long been the pastor. “Four 
months of prayer resulted in a revolution. 
Three hundred and forty withdrew from 
the church, including, it was said, all the 
wealth of the church. But since that 
time over eight hundred have come in.” 
There are conversions at every service, 
and the glorious work of soul-saving goes 
on summer and winter. Dr. Shields is 
also president of the Baptist Bible Union 
of North America. Referring to the 
words of Christ to the Laodicean church 
(Rev. 3: 18-20), Dr. Shields declared re- 
cently: “If that does not teach the pos- 
sibility of revival, both for the individual 
and the Church, I do not know what it 
teaches.” 


Extracts from Letters 


N PLACE of the usual “Prayer Sug- 
gestions,” perhaps the readers of this 
department would appreciate a glimpse 
into our daily mail, with its joys and sor- 
rows, its paeans of praise, its nuggets of 
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gold; such, for example, as this from a 
missionary who has just returned to 
China (Allen N. Cameron, Changsha, 
Hunan Province): “I noticed when in a 
certain Iowa city how beautiful the 
streets were at night (though much of 
evil was also seen) ; and later I found in 
a secluded, quiet vale northwest of the 
city, a power house. Ah, the secret was 
out; and has He not set you and me and 
others to tend His power house, so that 
light and heat and power, and blessing 
and salvation, may stream to all in the 
dark who will receive? Oh, will you not 
in your power house there pray, pray, pray 
for us out here in this storm-tossed, be- 
nighted land?” 


December 8 to 14 


Mon.—John 11: 1-14. The Death of Lazarus. 


“Whom thou lovest is sick.” 
stronger appeal could these anxious sis- 
ters have sent? Surely Jesus would re- 
spond at once. And he did respond, not 
by turning a deaf ear, but by delaying 
the answer in order that he might pres- 
ently give a larger answer. Trust him, 
desponding soul; his ways are best. 


From Texas: “One year ago I asked 
you to pray with me for fifty conversions 
it a meeting. God gave us fifty-two. 
Praise his name! Twice during this year 
God has, in answer to definite prayer, 
led us in such a way as would have been 
impossible without his hand.’ 
Tues.—John 11 ; 31-44. 

The Raising of Lazarus. 

Jesus easily enough could have pre- 
vented Lazarus’ death, but he was plan- 
ning a greater than prevention power, the 


manifestation of his resurrection power. |. 


God could have prevented all sin and 
death, but when the last enemy “is swal- 
lowed up ir victory,” the mystery of God’s 
higher ways (Isa. 55:9) will have been 
solved, and we will “know” (John 13:7). 

From New York: “We are a family 
of six. Each evening we have the fam- 
ily altar, each parent and each child tak- 
ing turn in reading from the Word. Then 
before praying @ spread on the table 
before us long lists of names of persons, 
and of organisations doing the Lord’s 
work. How God blesses us!” 


Wed.—1 Kings 17 : 17-24. 
The Raising of the Widow’s Son. 
Many a sin, perhaps hitherto uncon- 
fessed, has been called “to remembrance” 
(v. 18) by affliction, If trials accom- 
plished nothing more than this, would 
they not serve a blessed purpose? But 
better still when they not only call to re- 
membrance, but compel confession and 
restitution, thus producing “the peaceable 
fruit of righteousness unto them which 
are exercised thereby” (Heb. 12: 11). 


From Nicerta, Arrica: “We are still 
observing the second Wednesday evening 
of each month, because we want to be 
praying when we know that God’s peo- 
ple all over the world are pleading at the 
mercy seat. Will you not remember this 
new station in prayer?” 


Thurs.—2 Kings 4 : 29-37. 
The Raising of the Shunammite Child. 


Elisha “shut the door upon them twain, 
and prayed” (v. 33; see also Matt. 6: 
6). It is better to be “alone with God” 
at such a time than to be joined with 
those who are not in agreement with God, 
and with whom therefore we cannot be 
in agreement. But better still Matthew 
18: 19, 20. 

From Cartrornia: “Please pray for 
the (approximately) two thousand Civil 
War veterans in this Home; average age 
eighty years, yet seven-eights of them 
careless and indifferent to their souls’ 
welfare. There are also an equal num- 
ber of Spanish, Indian, and World War 
men, of whom even a larger percentage 
are in the same lamentable condition.” 


Fri.—Acts 9 : 36-43, The Raising of Dorcas. 


Tabitha, or Dorcas (meaning Gazelle), 
were names sometimes applied to women, 
signifying loveliness. In this instance the 
name must have been eminently fitting, 
for it apparently represented a character 
of rare beauty, one unselfishly devoted to 
the interests of others. Doubtless many 
another has become a “Dorcas” through 
her saintly example. 


What | 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


From Ecyrr: “Friday at noon is the 
prayer time for Mohammedans 1m the 
mosque, and it seems ener? iate that the 
Church of Christ showld be engaged at 
the same time in a counter-act agamst 
that false approach to God, by the true 
and lwing access to, the throne of grace, 
vat we may receive grace and help for 
them.” 


Sat.—1 Corinthians 15 : 20-28. 
Risen with Christ. 
The supreme miracle of all was Christ’s 


resurrection. In each other recorded in- 
stance, God had his commissioned repre- 





sentative present. But who stood by when 
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Christ was raised? Enemies, not friends, 
guarded his tomb. Yet, despite the malice 


ef men and the hatred of hell, he arose! 


And his resurrection is the earnest of 
our resurrection. 


From SoutH Carotina: “I am a busy 
mother, a reader of your sg ibe mn 
The Sunday School Times. am asking 
God to teach me how. to make more of 
the silent momentary petitions along 
through the day, as wells the precious 
hour inside the shut door.” 


Sun.—Psalm 91 : 1-7. 
' The Security of the Godly. 
The quiet confidence begotten by this 
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psalm has carried many a Christian 
through dangers of ominous. character. 
When the “flu” epidemic was beginning 
to rage some years ago, “It shall not 


come nigh thee” was given a certain ©: 
timid child of God and was relied on im= © 


plicitly. Thousands fell on every hand, 
but the promise to that oné was abun- 
dantly fulfilled. - 

From -PENNSYLVANIA: 
years follewéd with great profit and bless- 
ing the Family tht gen Bom, roe p00 We 
have a prayer whose members are 


determined to pray on and on, until God 
shall send a mighty revival.”> (Is there 
such a band in Your community?) 
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